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A Promise 
By Sarah C. Grant 


EAR not, but do the thing! 
Keep thy head clear, hand strong, 
Thy heart a heart of fire, 
To love the right, to hate the wrong; 
And, hastened on an angel’s wing, 
To thee shall come thy heart’s desire. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
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Pitiableness of Self-Pity 

Desert life has its dangers as well as its blessings. 
To one man, disappointment and affliction bring only 
smallness of soul. He spends his time, when he 
cannot get some patient person to listen to him, in 
quietly pitying himself. His own pain is given such 
big place that he forgets his brother's fight. God pity 
the man who pities himself! He loses the lessons 
that life should teach, and helps make those about 
him miserable. Rather should we have the spirit of 
the little girl who got several severe falls while learn- 
ing to ride the bicycle. When the gallant of twelve, 
who was teaching her, expressed sympathy, she re- 
plied with a smile, ‘* You must just take little knocks 
like that.’’ Let us pity ourselves only for our lack of 
courage to 

** welcome each rebuff 
That turns earth’s smoothness rough.’’ 


x 
Results the Worst Punishments 


No greater punishment for wrong-doing can come 
to any man than the simple result of his wrong-doing. 
All of God’s punishments are of that sort ; he never 
punishes arbitrarily, as human law-makers often do. 
Because of the mistaken popular notion of punish- 
ment as an arbitrary inflicting of pain in order to 
‘« satisfy justice,’’ it might be better if we could do 
away with the word ‘‘punishment’’ in the moral 
world entirely, and recognize that the only thing the 
wrong-doer has to fear is the sure and disastrous _re- 


sult of his wrong-doing. A man is not deterred from 
setting fire to his own home by the thought that he 
will be punished for arson, but by the knowledge that 
he will be destroying possessions that are very precious 
to himself and to his dear ones. He does not, as a 
rule, refrain from murdering his wife or child because 
of his fear of a murderer's death, but because of the 
awful and irreparable disaster that such an act would 
mean. The simple results of such wrong-doing are 
plainly greater punishments than any penalty that 
man could inflict. It is the same with every wrong- 
doing, lesser and greater, though we do not so easily 
believe this of ‘‘trifling’’ sins. God never needs to, 
and never does, ‘‘punish’’ a child of his as a human 
judge sentences a criminal ; he simply lets the result 
of our sin warn us of the death to which sin leads. He 
even interferes with his own laws and averts many a 
result that we have incurred, when he hopes that such 
mercy will draw us tohim. But it would be unlov- 
ing to do that always ; therefore by the punisument 
of results God seeks to win us to a life in which the 
result of every act shall be a joy. 


x 
Shaping, or Shaped by, To-day’s Work 


Every man either controls his day's work, or lets 
his day’s work control him. The former method 
goes with the men who are ‘‘doing things’’ in the 
world. The latter method, or lack of method, char- 
acterizes the men who are standing still and therefore 
falling behind in the race. The temptation to let 
ourselves be controlled by the day’s demands and 
cheated out of the real work that God meant us to do, 
while deceiving ourselves into the belief that merely 
keeping busy it doing our duty, is an ever-present 
one in the strenuous age of to-day. Wives and 
mothers in the home meet it just as much as do busi- 
ness men in the office. From the moment that 
breakfast is over the demands begin. There is plenty 
to do, but that does not mean that the ‘‘plenty’’ 


~ 


ought all to be done. One who has not a definite 
plan for the day's work is sure to be the shuttlecock 
of circumstances all day long. The fact that he 
keeps busy all day does not necessarily mean that the 
day is the success that God wanted it to be. It takes 
will power to decide, prayerfully, what is our most 
important work for God this day, or this morning, or 
this hour, and then resolutely to hold to that work, 
ignoring the clamor and pressure of lesser demands, 
and turning from the work only at God's own call. 
But there is no other way to serve God anda our fel- 
lows as he and they deserve. 


a 
Taking Men Alive 


Every soul in the world is going to be taken alive 
—by some one. The New Testament uses the word 
‘*take alive’’ (Greek, zogreo) only twice, but those 
two instances are enough to make the case very plain. 
The first use of the word is in Luke 5:10, when 
Christ said to Peter the fisherman, ‘‘ from henceforth 
thou shalt take men alive.’’ The other instance is 
when Paul wrote, in 2 Timothy 2 : 26, expressing his 
hope of those who were fighting God, that ‘‘ they may 
recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, hav- 
ing been taken alive by him unto his will.'"’ Taken 
alive by Christ, or taken alive by the Devil, —unto 
eternal life, or unto eternal death! By one or the 
other fisher of men every soul will eventually be taken. 
And each of these fishers of souls is seeking to enlist— 
and is daily enlisting—men in his service to work for 
their fellow-men. Whether we will or not, we have en- 
listed on one side or the other ; we are helping to take 
alive the souls of men for Christ or for the Devil. Can 
we afford to be in any uncertainty as to which we are 
doing? The Master Fisherman has asked all his 
disciples to spend their lives in winning men to Him. 
No one is exempt from that positive duty. Only as we 
meet it can we be assured that our influence, even as 
Christians, is not tending the other way. 
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Old Heads for Young Shoulders 


AS it not often seemed a mistake, that we could 
not have ‘‘old heads on young shoulders’’ ? 

For the young shoulders seem to need the old 

heads so much more than the old shoulders do. The 
mistakes we make in youth are so much more de- 
cisive and disastrous. Youth is the time when we are 
getting our directions, and a wrong direction then 
buiit into mind and heart is so hardly overcome 
later. Ruskin thought that the most dreadful thing 
to be imagined was a youth thoughtless, since all his 
life and all eternity hinged on what he did in those 
early years. ‘‘ Take this vase,’’ he said, ‘‘ soft and 
plastic now. Scatter sand and grit over it. Grind 


them in. That is what many a young man or woman 
is doing.’’ And how little do young folks value oppor- 
tunities! They waste their years as lightly as if they 


were millionaires of time. Twenty years later—that 
is, twenty years too late—they will bewail these van- 
ished chances. If only we could make them see it 
now! Surely, we'think, there has been some mistake 
in the make-up of the world! We ought to have the 
old heads on the young shoulders ! 

But our complaint is not well founded. God has 
not left this great need unprovided for. Heads old in 
knowledge and experience cannot be found oz young 
shoulders, but no young human, normally surrounded, 
is obliged to go astray for lack of wisdom. God has 
provided old heads for the young, but they are on 
other people’s shoulders. Until your own head gets 
ripe, you must use the head of some one else, that is all. 
This is the meaning and value of childhood. Father 


and mother are to do the thinking and the planning 


and the directing, because they have the knowledge, 
the experience, and the judgment. This does not 
mean that we are not to use our own heads at all until 
we grow up and slip the leash of home. We should 
be unfit for life’s great adventure in that case. But 
it does mean that we must use our own faculties under 
direction, and with constant comparison. The time 
will come when we ought to be, and must be, self- 
directed. There are elements of knowledge and 
power that no one else can give us. And yet the 
wisest man is he who, however old and ‘ way-wise,’ 
comes back again to his father for advice. It is not 
only a beautiful thing when a mature man defers to 
his father’s or mother’s judgment, but it is also a wise 
and a safe thing. By constant reference to the wider 
observation and maturer thought while we are making 
our choices and performing our tasks, we are transfer- 
ring little by little their acquisitions over to our own 
mental storehouses, building them into our fiber, 
against that day when, wish for it as we may, no voice 
of theirs can give us the fresh word of counsel and 
cheer. 

And this is not the whole of the Father's provision. 
We can be heirs of a still wider knowledge and a much 
longer experience. This is the value of literature, the 
recorded experience of the race, and especially of the 
inspired literature. If only, we say, a young person 
could start from the vantage ground of all that joy and 
grief, success and failure, sin and virtue, have taught 
the race! If only he could begin where the fathers 
left off! Well, he can. Not as the young animal 
does, with that experience registered in his brain-cells 





474 ° 


and coming out as instinct, but by the wealth of the 
written epitomes of wisdom of which our libraries are 
full. Nobody really has to learn for himself the sad 
facts of sin and its sequences. All these things have 
been written out for him, and ‘‘writ large’’ at that. 
Nor has God left this matter to the unaided wisdom of 
man, The psalmist says 


‘* I have more understanding than all my teachers : 
For thy testimonies are my meditation, 
1 understand more than the aged, 
Because 1 have kept thy precepts.’’ 

There are limits to the knowledge, experience and 
insight of any given family or set of sages; the range 
is incomplete. But in the Scriptures one has the 
universal wisdom of humanity, in a history bewilder- 
ing in its variety, and in situations of every kind, 
quickened and enlightened by the insight of God. 
Take it on its more earthly levels, and one has in the 
book of Proverbs, for example, a complete guide to 
success in life, a chart of its dangers, a map of its 
mines, explosive and golden. Not one of the pitfalls 
which now entrap the unwary feet could possibly be- 
tray, not one door of opportunity would be unentered, 
if its injunctions and warnings were known and fol- 
lowed. In fhe higher realms,—by no means un- 
touched, of course, in the Proverbs,—the Psalms and 
the New Testament and many other portions of the 
Bible are a spiritual guide-book which map out every 
foot of the way to larger things. 

For our more immediate needs there is an added 
resource, ‘‘If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who giveth to all liberally, and upbraideth not.’’ 
By the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the experience 
and wisdom of God himself is directly at our com- 
mand, This is not a promise merely for the mature, 
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for those who face the problems of life in the strength 
of ripened manhood and womanhood. There is no 
reason why a child, a youth, a young man, should 
not easily, naturally, simply, be asking and expect- 
ing that God will guide him in his life. It is when 
we need him most that God is most ready to our 
hand, and assuredly youth is the time we need him 
most. We have surrounded this whole business with 
a false veil of breathless awe or artificial sanctity 
which has come to look like sanctimoniousness, But 
there need be no touch of that. The boy Samuel in 
the temple, saying, ‘‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth ;’' the boy Jesus, saying, ‘‘ Knew ye not that 
I must be in my Father's house?’’ are not ghostly 
specters of unnatural childhood ; they are the normal 
childhood, which is bound to ‘‘ advance in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and men.”’ 

Old heads for young shoulders? Yes, if you will 
only look in the right place for them. 

Parents and elders may see their duty here. It is 
theirs by tact, gentleness, and indomitable perse- 
verance, to see that the young are inducted into these 
treasuries of wealth and developed in these gymna- 
siums of power. It will not come by chance. The 
old heads must see to it that their contents are trans- 
ferred to the young shoulders. 

The young life which seeks the wisdom that God 
has laid up for it shall never fail of guidance and 
success. Men have paid thousands of dollars for 
some trade secret, some formula, or description of a 
process. Here it is, the secret of the highest, for 
time ana eternity, at any one’s hand if he will but 
pay the price, study, prayer, faith, obedience. And 
if he goes astray, let him not blame his young head, 
but his foolish heart. 





The names of correspondents must be signed to 
all letters that are sent for consideration in this 
department. Such names are rarely published, — 
never without the given or implied consent of the 
writer,—but they must accompany the letters as 


evidence of good faith. 
never answered here. 
The Editor recently received an interesting but 
anonymous question from Chicago, on tobacco, 
signed only ‘‘ A grateful reader,’’ which he would 
like to answer, but the absence of any name for- 
bids. If the writer will forward his name to the 
Editor, the latter will be glad to discuss the ques- 


tion raised. 


Testimony to Tithe-Blessings 

Following last week's discussion, in this depart- 
ment, of some of the puzzling questions of reckoning 
and disbursing the tenth of our increase which we are 
to give to the Lord, it is interesting now to note the 
solid satisfaction that tithers find in this God-ordained 
practise. And it is inspiring to realize how steadfastly 
God stands by his promises to those who honor him 
in the tithe. A Pennsylvania reader writes of his own 
striking experience in evidence of this : 


Some years ago, in seeking to find out and put “‘ first things 
first’’ in my life, I was wonderfully impressed with the first 
four words of Genesis, ‘In the deginning God,"’ and ‘* Seek 
first the kingdom of God." As I studied over these words, I 
realized that there must be no second place in my heart and 
life for him who, before all things else, had existed. It must 
be, In the beginning of my life—God ; in the beginning of each 
day—God ; in the beginning of my business career—God. 
While I had received no instruction on tithing, except what 
the Holy Spirit had given through the study of the Word, from 
my very first week's salary one-tenth was taken out first and 
put aside for the Lord’s use. This has been continued ever 
since with such blessed results that as the salary increased one- 
tenth seemed too small, and one-fifth was given with ‘* thank- 
offerings’ for special blessings beside. It has seemed always 
that the remainder went farther and had greater ——s 
power because of the Lord being frst honored and his gift 
set aside. 

I am with you heartily on the stand you take on this subject, 
and truly wish all Christians would test it for themselves. 


A Christian business man, also from the Keystone 
state, has this to say as to his very practical experi- 
ence in taking God at his word : 


Anonymous letters are 


In ‘* Notes on Open Letters "’ in ‘The Sunday School ‘limes” 
I noticed the article. ‘‘Growing Rich by Giving,’’ and I sim- 





ply want to say that we have proved to our own satisfaction 
that every word contained: therein is absolutely true.’- It is a 
question in my mind whether we ought: to tell these things or 
not, because it may seem like boasting, and yet, on the other 


hand, it is a testimony of God's goodness, and the fidelity 


with which he carries out his part of the contract. 
In June, 1890, wife and I, with our two children; landed in 
a large city (Chicago), having no friends and only: $18 in 


money, and no work,.and worse than all, there ‘was.nothing :,- 


that the writer seemed fitted todo. It seemed a good time to 
turn over a new leaf and serve the Lord, and that first night 
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forwarding to a special missionary object the full amount of 
the ten per cent of the profit made. 

Tf any man will, God will lead on, and show the way. 
What is needed is faith in God to make him, and not our 


‘blind reason, the guide ef our life. 


It is encouraging indeed to get such evidence as the 
following to the effect that it is worth while to discuss 
a question of this sort with Christian people who 
think. The message is from an Alberta reader. 


Thrgugh reading your notes on tithing my wife and I have 
been made to see that we were not accepting the privilege of 

iving back all that we might of what God is so bountifully giv- 
ing us. We have resolved to give a tenth in future. 


Another Canadian reader, from Ontario, speaks an 
important word of counsel when he writes : 


I notice that a good deal of attention is being given in the 
Times to teaching missions in the Sunday-school. This is an 
advance step, and one necessary to be taken. We must be- 
gin to instruct the Sunday-school concerning the Great Com- 
mission, the prime work of the church. 

There is another line of instruction which I believe should 
be given in the Sunday-school along with that of missions, 
and that is giving, or rather paying God's claim of the ‘‘tithe.”’ 
If the Sunday-school wre is taught to pay his debt, then 
God's work at home and abroad will have his support when 
he arrives at the period of life when he handles money of his 
own. 


No surer step toward evangelizing the world for 
Christ could be made than by. swinging into line, in 


this duty of tithing, the fourteen million Sunday- 
school pupils of North America. 


x 
Is It Wrong to Provide for Ourselves ? 


It is easy to confound presumption with faith, when 
we mistakenly turn God's invitation to trust him into 
an injunction against providing for ourselves. A 
Nova Scotia reader writes a letter of earnest inquiry 
as to the distinction here,—a problem which has 
doubtless perplexed many others : 


In connection with the lesson for September 1, we were dis- 
cussing how far we are called upon to trust God in safeguard- 
ing us in danger, and. the question was asked: ‘* How about 
insuring life and buildings, —is it in line with the teachings of this 

uuarter’s lessons?’’ Another question followed : ‘‘ Would not 
the money expended in insurance premiums be better invested 
in. safeguarding us if given to God for the extension of his 
kifgdom ?"’ We are taught that. there is no such thing as 
chance. Why, then, should we insure against what God may 


‘permit'?: “Is fot a simple day-to-day trust what God asks of 


in the big city, beside our bed, we'promised the Lord td ‘walk -' 


in the light as he gave us the light}!and. that. one-tenth of our 
earnings belonged to him. ‘The first two years we earned 
$10 a week, and, looking back over that time, we are both 
agreed that the $9 seemed to go as far as the $10 would’ have 
gone, and sometimes we even think that it went farther. We 
could not sit down and figure out how we could possibly live 
on $9, but some way or another we always had enough to eat, 
the rent was always paid, and we did not go in debt. ‘lhe 
writer was given a raise in wages when the men alongside of 
him were told that times were too hard in those awful years of 
1893 and 1894 to raise anybody's wages. The Lord blessed 
us with more earnings, and we felt that we ought to increase 
our giving. So, instead of giving 10 per cent we gave 12% 
per cent of ourearnings. And, when our income still increased, 
we increased our giving to 15 per cent, and still the Lord con- 
tinued to bless us. 

I wish it were possible to go into details more with you, and 
tell you some of the things that are really wonderful to us as 
we look back at them ; but I doubt if that would be wise. 
But, for us, we know that God's promise is true when he says, 
‘‘ Bring ye the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jeho- 
vah of hosts, if I will not open you the window of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.’’ 

One of the most gratifying effects of this plan of giving is the 
fact that you c:ways have something to give. If people only 
knew the reai blessings that follow giving according to God's 
plan, I am sure it would be followed everywhere. 


It is not always easy to tithe,—of course not! The 
Devil does not propose to let any such effective work 
for the Kingdom go unchallenged. But it is always 
possible, when a determined man seeks God's help, 
as is shown by this letter from a pastor : 


Several years since, while I was in another pastorate, a 
brother who is now an honored member of one of the Phila- 
delpkia churches accepted the Lord, and began to let God 
lead him in fellowship and obedience. What a leading it 
was! What a testimony the brother has! How he grew in 
things spiritua!, and what a blessing he was to our work and 
the cause of Christ ! 

Among many other things, of which I shall not write, was 
giving a tenih. At that time he was trading at a company 
Store, and he proposed to give the tenth of what he got in cash 
after the store account was deducted. The temptation said, 
that is enough ; but the Lord's Spirit, gently leading him on, 
soon showed him that this was not the tenth, and he tithed all 
his income. What joy he had in giving! A few years later 
when, in a single transaction in real estate, he had a large 
profit, the temptation came again with great force. The 
amount seemed so large! He needed it in his business. But 
he walked vith God, and I had the pleasure, as his pastor, of 


. us 2, If; this.is. not teo threadbare a:ptablem, :it.would: be in- 


teresting to many of your younger readers to have your opinion 


in the Open Letter, column. 


God) never: pauperizes. his children. He nowhere 
promises. to provide for his children that which they 
can: provide for themselves. He did not do so in the 
days-of the i:xodus, nor in Christ's day ; nor does he 
do’so te-day..- When a man who is wholly in the 
Lord’s service is confronted by a real need which 
he, the man, cannot meet for himself, God invariably 
supplies the need. Other needs men are expected to 
meet for themselves. The manna was -probably not 
intended to free the Israelites from the necessity of 
working for food, but to bridge over those periods in 
their march when they could not secure food. Pro- 
fessor Beecher's opinion of the manna miracle, in the 
lesson of July 7, was as follows : 

The narrative says that Deity fed the Israelites with manna 
forty years. It does not represent that quails and manna were 
their sole dependence, or even their principal subsistence dur- 
ing all that time. It represents that they had their flocks and 
herds, with resources of hunting and fishing and temporary 
agriculture,and with money and other lane graig and possibilities 
of commerce. Look up these matters with the aid of a concord- 
ance. It is correct to infer that the author or authors of the 
narrative thought that the quails and manna and water from 
the rock were of the nature of supplementary gifts from Jeho- 
vah. When by his command his people came into situations 
in which the ordinary means of support were insufficient, he 
cared for them by extraordinary means, 

It is a positive duty to provide for the physical 
needs of ourselves and of those who are dependent 
upon us. If we know that there is a time coming in 
which we shall be physically unable to provide, it is 
no less a duty to provide now for that day than it is 
to provide now for to-day. A man must lay up on 
Saturday enough to live upon over Sunday ; his non- 
producing years have a similar claim upon his pro- 
ducing years. There was no lack of faith in Joseph's 
wise provision, during the seven plenteous years, for 
the coming faminé of the seven lean years. Because 
death is not a matter of chance, but a certainty, 
therefore one who may be called upon to meet that 
certainty ahead of his dependent wife and children 
has no more right to ignore their future dependence 
than he would have to ignore their present depend- 
ence. That which is needed, or likely to be needed, 
and which we can provide, God would have us pro- 
vide. Life insurance is one way of meeting such 


need, and is a blessing that would seem to have God's 
abundant approval. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 6 (Josh. 1 : 1-11) 
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Joshua’s Genius for Military Leadership 


By Major-Gene 





HE qualities which mark a man 
and distinguish him as a military 
leader are the same as those which 
are prominent in leadership in 
business where the barons in 
finance, railways, mining, and 
politics, are stepping boldly to 
the front. 

The name given Joshua by 
his parents was Hoshea (mean- 
ing deliverance, or safety) His great predeces- 
sor, with a veritable prophetic anticipation of what 
the man would eventually accomplish, changed his 
name from Hoshea to Joshua, which signifies ‘‘ Jeho- 
vah’s help.'’ Lads are often largely influenced by a 
given name. Joshua lived up to the hope of his 
parents as a safe deliverer, and to the ideal that Moses 
had of him,—that is, to become, by Jehovah's help, 
a conqueror, 

One biographer declares that Joshua, or rather 
Hoshea, the son of Nun, was born 1531 B.C. He 
adds that the future captain of invading armies grew 
up a slave in the brick-fields of Egypt. He, a strong 
young man, was already nearly forty years of age when 
the people of Israel passed from Egypt, so that he was 
still in the blossom of manhood, when Moses chose 
him to guard the women and children against the 
bands of Amalekites who blocked the mountain 
passes and infested the wilderness along their route of 
travel. These descendants of Ishmael had preserved 
through four centuries their true characteristics. They 
were as wild as the Seminoles of Florida, and as 
swift and desperate as the Cheyennes of the plains, 
Without hesitation they ran upon the helpless ones, 
slew them without mercy, and carried off their goods 
as if their lawful plunder. 

Then it was Moses showed his confidence in Joshua, 
who had watched for him when absent in the mountain, 
and had remained stanch and true when Moses’. own 
trusted brother, making a false god to please the peo- 
ple, had deserted him. Recall the action that followed 
Joshua’s appointment by Moses: ‘‘So Joshua did as 
Moses had said to him [he knew how to obey orders], 
and fought with Amalek.’’ The treacherous enemies 
had made ready to attack them in ‘the plaia of Rephi- 
dim, and Joshua was fully prepared to meet them in 
battle. ‘*To-morrow’’ said his thoughtful com- 
mander, ‘I will stand on the top of the hill with the 
rod of God in my hand !"' 


His Courageous Faith 


When the rod was high and plainly seen, Joshua's 
men prevailed ; when the rod went down, their hearts 
failed them, for Moses’ hands were heavy. Aaron 
and Hur took a large stone and put it under him ; 
then they ‘‘ stayed up his hands, the one on the one 
side, and the other on the other side ; and his hands 
were steady until the going down of the sun.’’ What 
a picture of sympathy and support! ‘‘And Joshua 
discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of 
the sword.’’ ; 

The next expedition in which Joshua bore a part 
was a reconnaissance to extend across the border and 
into the very heart of Canaan, the land of promise. 
He was one of twelve chiefs who set out full of hope 
and ardor. They ran great risks, and indeed were 
very faithful in their clear-sighted observation. They 


returned, after a forty days’ absence, filled with the’ 


story of what they saw and did. The report of the 
majority was discouraging. In fierce protest Joshua 
and Caleb rent their clothes, and addressed the dis- 
couraged people, saying: ‘‘It is an exceeding good 
land. If Jehovah delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it unto us,—a land which 
floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not against 
Jehovah, neither fear ye the people of the land.’’ The 
crazy crowd set out to ‘‘ stone them with stones,’’ and 
were only prevented by a miraculous distraction at the 
tabernacle. Joshua, as well as his companion, had 
extraordinary courage, and he had also an unwavering 
faith in his Lord. Neither high, strong walls, nor 
giants many times larger than himself, caused him a 
tremor of dismay ; and the most terrible thing of all, 
that fierceness of an angry multitude which would cru- 
cify a Saviour or burn a martyr at the stake, could not 
abate one jot of his fearless proclamation of the truth. 





Some time before the death of Moses, his great 
captain, Joshua, was more formally consecrated. Here 
is the record: ‘*And Moses did as Jehovah com- 
manded him : and he laid his hands upon him, and 
gave him a charge.’ ‘‘ And he shall stand before 
Eleazer, the priest, who shall inquire for him by the 
judgment of the Urim before Jehovah; at his word 
they [he and all the children of Israel with him] shall 
go out, and at his word they shall come in.’’ 

In an address to a social company of young men, 
I heard an aged general, who was always called a 
rough one and believed to be positively irreligious, a 
man reasonably successful in all his career, make a 
singular statement. ‘‘Never,’’ said he, ‘‘have I 
entered upon an important enterprise, or upon any 
business venture, without going by myself and con- 
sidering it carefully with prayer to Almighty God.”’ 

So Joshua began. ‘ Here is God's answer, brought 
him in some way from the altar of prayer: ‘‘ There 
shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life, as I [the Lord] was with Moses, so I 
will be with thee ; I will not fail thee nor forsake thee. 
Be strong and of good courage ; for thou shalt cause 
this people to inherit the land which I sware unto 
their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and 
very courageous, to observe to do according to ad/ the 
law. .. . Turn not from it [the law] to the right hand 
or to the left, that thou mayest have good success 
whithersoever thou goest. . . . thou shalt meditate 
thereon day and night [odserve, do]. Then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success.’" There was line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept. ‘‘ Have not / commanded thee? 
Be strong and of good courage! Be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed : for the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.’’ 


His Resourcefulness in Difficulty 


After this solemn communion Joshua went to the 
immense throng of people, already well organized in 
their tribes, and gave forth the detail of his orders. 
Prepare your rations. Within three days you will cross 
this river and go forth to possess the promised land ; 
two tribes and the half tribe of Manasseh will stay this 
side of the Jordan, but the fighting men of them will 


go over and help their brethren, to return when these 


brethren shall obtain a rest. 

The first city to be taken, the one that barred the 
way, was Jericho, which was encompassed by a wall. 
When they set out, Joshua had at hand forty thousand 
warriors well-equipped. Twice in this campaign 
‘* Joshua rose early in the morning,’’ an essential 
item in all good leadership. Instantly after the river 
crossing, he put up a memorial ‘‘ that all the people 
of the earth may know the hand of Jehovah, that it is 
mighty! that ye [all Israel] may fear Jehovah your 
God forever.’’ 

Now Joshua looked forward to the next city. His 
scouts went from Jericho, came back, and made a 
clear report. It is a smallish city,—no need of all 
the army ; so Joshua sent but ‘‘ about three thousand 
men.’’ They were so sure of victory, under Joshua’s 
orders given in the fear of God, that they were all 
taken aback to see thirty-six of their soldiers fall in the 
first onset. The three thousand fled and lost heavily 
in their flight, —‘‘ wherefore the hearts of the people 
[all the people] melted and became as water.”’ 

Here is the first great discomfiture. Stop, Joshua, 
rend thy garments, gather all the elders of Israel be- 
fore the ark of the Lord, thou and they fall upon your 
faces and cry aloud unto the God of armies. 

It was soon revealed that a great sin had been com- 
mitted. The prey from Jericho, promised to the 
service of the Lord, had in part been kept back. Achan 
confessed the sin, and he and his family were punished. 

Now we find a new touch of Joshua’s genius. He 
knew that the men of Ai would be over-confident. 
He took prompt advantage of that. He sent under 
cover of a dark night 30,000 ‘‘ mighty men of valor’’ 
into ambush close by the city ; then he led his main 
army toward the gates of Ai ; his forces made the 
feint of fleeing before the confident out-rush and at- 
tack of their foes, while 5,000 others of Joshua’s men 
worked their way around the city between Ai. and 
Bethel. As the main army fled, the men-of Ai and 
the people in general pursued. Just at the right time 
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joshua stretched forth the spear that was in his 
hand toward the city. Then the ambusk arose, ana 
took the city and set it on fire. Joshua’s foes, look- 
ing behind, saw the flames and the smoke ascending 
to heaven ; so they had no power ‘‘to flee this way or 
that way.’’ They were this time beaten and destroyed. 

Joshua was very ready to recognize the hand of the 
Lord in this complete victory, He built an altar 
unto Jehovah in Mount Ebal, which was not far away 
from Ai. There were two large villages on the road 
from Gibeon to Azekah. After the permanent settle- 
ment of the twelve tribes, they lay along the boundary 
lines between Benjamin and Ephraim. The roac 
connecting these villages crossed the battle-ground of 
Joshua when warring against the five kings of the 
Amorites. These hostile forces combined were hold- 
ing their most important thoroughfare from the east 
to the west in Palestine. In this instance the Gibeon- 
ites called Joshua from his fortified camp of Gilgal to 
come over to Gibeon and help them, as the combina- 
tion was preparing to take and destroy that city. 
Joshua this time moved like Napoleon when he 
crossed the Alps against the Austrians. His forces 
were in their midst before anybody suspected their 
coming ; he broke their army into fragments, and 
pursued the fragments without a halt. It was then 
that Joshua begged for a longer day. The request 
was granted ; the sun stood still. A great hail fell 
upon stragglers as they fled down toward Gibeon ; 
more died from the hailstones than were slain with 
the sword. The victory was complete. 

We need not follow Joshua step by step. In six 
years he had thoroughly outstripped in campaign and 
conquered in battle thirty-one warlike kings, and 
taken the greater portion of the country of Canaan, 
the land which hundreds of years back God had 
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

The division of the country and the location of the 
tribes of Israel, now grown to millions, was not an 
easy task. Joshua, the beloved and trusted leader, 
did this. It was a nobler work to establish the six 
cities of refuge, and assign the Levites (the established 
clergy) to forty-eight cities well chosen. 


His. Character Summed Up 


When, many years past the century of his wonder- 
ful life and work, he brought the multitude together 
at Shechem, and delivered to them his final addresses, 
concluding with: ‘‘ Now, -therefore, fear Jehovah, 
and serve him in sincerity and in truth."’... ‘‘If ye 
forsake Jehovah and serve foreign gods, then he will 
turn and do you evil, and consume you, after that he 
hath done you good.”’ , 

The people answered : ‘‘ Nay ; but we wé// serve 
Jehovah.”’ 

Joshua, after he had set up a great stone, and had 
put their words of promise in the Book of the Law, 
said : ‘* Behold this stone shall be a witness against 
us; for it hath heard all the words of Jehovah which he 
spake unto us; it shall therefore be a witness unto 
you, lest ye deny your God.,"’ 

Joshua was an able warrior, a devout man, the 
bravest of the brave. He may have been deceived 
at times ; he certainly was by some pretenders, who 
claimed that they came from far when they were actu- 
ally neighbors ; yet it was his habit to seek the Lord, 
and to be governed by the revelation of his will, One 
says of Joshua, ‘‘ He combined strength with gentle- 
ness,—while he wielded great power, and directed it 
calmly, without swerving to the accomplishment of a 
great and unselfish purpose.’’ 

Josephus, the ancient-historian, gives him this 
character : ‘‘ He was a man that wanted not wisdom, 
nor eloquence to declare his intentions to the people, 
but very eminent on both accounts, He was of great 
courage and magnanimity in action and in danger ; 
and very sagacious in procuring the peace of the peo- 
ple, and of great virtue at all proper seasons."’ 

The answer to the question, ‘‘ What was Joshua's 
genius for military leadership ?’’ is : a large natural 
talent for organization ; for planning and the strategic 
conduct of a campaign ; for fighting a battle and for 
keeping the love and confidence of his soldiers, and 
with confidence in his own cause, never forgetting to 
lean upon the arm of his Lord in defeat or in victory. 

WasHIncTon, D. C. 
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Part II ® ‘ . 


(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


HERE were many theories about the outbreak of 
typhoid fever in the West End of the city that 
summer, and the newspapers gave the hospitality 

of their columns to every correspondent not hopelessly 


unintelligible or obviously insane. It was said to have 
been caused by the milk, which was brought from a 
farm where the sanitation was of that easy-going kind 
characteristic of rural homesteads last century ; that 
it was the result of a new drainage scheme, full of 
strange contrivances, and over which the parties in 
the council had hotly fought ; that it had been 
brought to the city by rats from Germany, and offered 
another instance of the folly of allowing such a free 
importation of foreign articles ; that it could be traced 
to the excessive use of ice cream made by Italians of 
uncleanly habits. There were other theories, —thirty- 
seven in all,—and fifteen resolutions were passed by 
various bodies more or less scientific; but our concern 
is with the fact that typhoid somehow or other broke 
out in a great many homes, and that one of the worst 
cases was that of Harry Livingstone. It is a slow 
and treacherous disease, and no one can say for a 
while how things are going, and then, when the 
patient is recovering, it can play such tricks and make 
such unexpected attacks that no one is certain whether 
he may not be taken off in the end. 

As soon as it was known that Harry was down, Mrs. 
Wetherspoon was anxious, but as her wrath against 
Mrs. Livingstone was still burning fiercely she did 
not dream of opening any direct communication, nor 
would she go to the length of employing her husband 
as a scout. She knew just as well as Mrs. Livingstone 
that the two men were sick nigh unto death, and 
openly ashamed before the city, of this feud, and she 
suspected that they saw one another from time to time 
and exchanged condolences ; but there are things which 
a wise woman will not notice or mention, Mrs. Weth- 
erspoon, therefore, established an elaborate intelli- 
gence department, and by means Of the tradespeople, 
and by the occasional use of the servants, and by calling 
on friends who belonged to no party and lived in the 
neutral zone, and by questioning her own doctor, who 
was a neighbor of the Livingstones’ doctor, she ob- 
tained daily bulletins, partially trustworthy, of Harry's 
condition. When through those varied and some- 
times contradictory sources of imformation she learned 
that the case was serious, and that as the crisis ap- 
proached he seemed very weak, she determined on 
stronger st¢ps, and made a new departure. 

rl 

‘«Sandie,’’ she said suddenly to her husband one 
evening after dinner, ‘‘ Mrs, Govan, the greengrocer, 
told me that the Livingstones’ cook had been in her 
shop this morning and gave a bad account of poor 
Harry. The fever has been very severe, and the doc- 
tors take an anxious view of the case. Could you man- 
age to come across Mr. Livingstone to-morrow and get 
the real truth from him? After our own laddies there's 
no boy in the city I like so much as Harry Living- 
stone, and I can't forget that evening when he came 
here and said he wanted to make up the quarrel. I 
will not on any account write to Mrs. Livingstone, in 
case she should say I had insulted her again, and I 
will not send to the house, for I suppose that would 
not be acceptable. But I want you to find out how it 
goes with Harry.’’ 

From that time Wetherspoon went openly twice a 
day to Livingstone’ s office, in the morning when Living- 
stone had arrived from home, and in the afternoon 
when information had come down, to inquire for 
Harry. There is not muclr passes between men, for 
in their times of trouble they are almost inarticulate, 
but as the reports grew darker there was no mistake 
about the concern on the visitor's face, and one after- 
noon he shook hands with Livingstone as he was 
leaving, and murmured incoherently ‘‘ Well, must be 
going. Fine lad Harry;-all love him at our house, 
The wife is very anxious. Wonder how long this hot 
weather will continue? Please God he will recover.’’ 
Which was rather irrelevant, but quite sufficient. 

‘«Thank you, Wetherspoon, very friendly calling 


this way. Mrs. Wetherspoon always fond of Harry. 
The country’s needing rain. More news about three 
o’clock.’" Which was also rather confused but quite 


sufficient for two male animals. 


Euodias and Syntyche 





- By Ian Maclaren 





When Wetherspoon brought home this ominous 
report and gave an impressionist sketch of Livingstone’ s 
unconcealed anxiety, Mrs. Wetherspoon broke one 
of the resolutions which she had laid down with great 
firmness, and that evening a housemaid went to the 
Livingstones to inquire for Harry. She was instructed 
to give no name and no information, but to obtain as 
particular an account as she could how it fared with 
the lad at the close of the day. It was the parlor- 
maid who was sent next morning with the same safe- 
guards, so that no one in the opposite camp might 
know whence those spies had come, and in the even- 
ing the cook took up the duty. 

For three days Mrs. Wetherspoon’s own personal 
scouts brought her word morning, noon, and night, 
while in the evening her husband reinforced her with 
news from Livingstone’s own lips. No one outside 
the Livingstones’ house could have been more dis- 
tressed or more eager for intelligence. And when on 
the fourth day the reports were gloomy in the extreme, 
and Wetherspoon declared his belief from what he 
had heard from the father and the sight of his face, 
that Harry was ‘dying, his wife, after a brave show of 
composure, gave up dinner and could not conceal her 
distress. In any circumstances she would have keenly 
felt the situation, for Harry had always been a great 
favorite with her, but it doubled her regret that it was 
this lad, whom she thought so-much of, that she was 
supposed to have called by an opprobrious name ; and 
now if the report be true, he was dying. He was ‘such 
a good-looking, modest, unaffected, civil lad, who had 
always played the game and always did the sight 
thing ; he had come so often to the house, bringing 
his mice and other pets ; he had always joined her on 
the cricket-field when his Side were in, and chatted 
with her ; he had often stayed with them at the sea- 
side, and gone excursions with them. _ 


ce rempiie wt 
To think that over Harry they had stormed, and 
that he had tried to be the healer of the quarrel! 
And now he was battling for his life, and it would not 
matter to him soon what he was called, or how they 
quarreled, for his little share of life would be done. 


The pathos of it came over Mrs. Wetherspoon; who 


had something of the Celt’s quick and impulsive 
nature, and she rose suddenly as if a thought had 
stung her, and left the room to break her word for the 
second time. Putting on a hat which she wore at the 
seaside, and an oldshawl, she hurried like one to whom 
every minute is precious, down their terrace and round 
the corner, and up the terrace behind, tillshe came to the 
Livingstones’ door. Standing in the street she looked 
up at the house, every room of which she knew, and 
identified the bedroom where Harry was lying. She 
constructed the scene within ; the wasted form, the 
pinched, unconscious face, the faint moaning, the con- 
stant restlessness, the nurse and mother by the bed, 
the father going out and in, the family in the rooms 
below speaking in whispers, learning their lessons for 
a few minutes and then giving them up, moving 
about here and there. For a moment she hesitated, 
and then she mounted the steps and gently rang the 
bell. The servant who opened the door, a sympathetic 
West Highlander whom she knew, recognized her, 
and at the sight of Mrs. Wetherspoon,.through the 
conflict of various emotions, began to weep. 

‘¢ How is Harry ?’’ asked Mrs. Wetherspoon with- 
out preliminaries, for other things were beginning 
to be forgotten. ‘Is he still alive ?’’ 

‘He iss breathing, and that is all they will be tell- 
ing me. Ochone, but he wass a fine lad, and good 
at the games, and a pleasant tongue he had to man and 
woman. And it wass you, Mrs. Wetherspoon, that 
loved him well.” 

‘« Do not say, Morag, that I was here, for there are 
reasons why I do not want it known, but I could not 
rest till I knew for myself how it went with Harry. 
May God spare the laddie, for there are many who 
love him.’ And’ Mrs. Wetherspoon departed swiftly. 

As it happened, while they were speaking together 
Mrs. Livingstone, who had been in the dining-room 
endeavoring to get what comfort:she could from the 
doctor, crossed the hall and caught the sound of her 
former friend’s voice. She did not hear what she was 


saying, but she marked that there was, as it were, the 
sound of tears in her words, and when the door closed 
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she turned into the drawing-room whose window com- 
manded the terrace, for she knew that if it were Mrs. 
Wetherspoon she would come that way. Below the 
window Mrs. Wetherspoor had halted for a moment, 
because—there was no doubt of it—she was weeping. 

During Harry’s illness his mother had passed through 


many moods. First she was angrier at the thought’ 


of how he had been spoken of ; then she grew indif- 
ferent to everything that had happened, as her whole 
mind was concentrated on her boy's condition ; and 
latterly, as the shadow of death seemed to be settling 
upon his face, her heart, full of tenderness toward 
him, embraced all his friends, and began to grow soft 
even toward Grace Wetherspoon. Livingstone had 
not failed to tell how anxious Wetherspoon was, and 
it had come also to the mother's ears that many in- 
direct inquiries had been made. The errands of the 
servants had not been perfectly concealed, and now 
Grace herself had swallowed her pride and forgotten 
her anger, and at this late hour was inquiring in per- 
son for the lad, and was broken by the bad news. 
When Mrs. Livingstone went upstairs and prayed that 
it might be God's will to spare her son, she did so 
with a more Christian heart than for a year past. 
Early next morning, before nine o’ clock, Mrs. Wether- 
spoon was again at the door. When she was told that 
Harry had taken a turn for the better: through the 
night, and that the doctor who had just left held out 
hope that he might live, she wept for the second time 
outside the Livingstones’ door, but now for joy and 
not for sorrow. And somehow, whoever was to blame, 
this came by-and-by also to Mrs. Livingstone’s ears. 


# 

When a strong and clean-blooded lad like Livingstone 
gets the turn, hé makes quick work of: his recovery. 
Four weeks from that time, having grown in strength 
every day, and having been seasoned by certain drives 
with his delighted mother, he announced his intention 
of going out for a walk in the sun along the terrace. 
And his mother, knowing the ways of boys and that 
nothing would please him better than making his own 
little excursion, charged him not to go far, and to go 
slowly and to keep in the sun, and to come home 
within fifteen minutes. She watched him make his 
cautious way along the terrace, and then with the ad- 
venturousness of boys, turn round the corner and dis- 
appear from her sight. No doubt. he was going to 


make the circle of the terrace behind, which:happened, 


to: be: where the Wetherspoons lived, and to return 
the other way, but when the fifteen minutes became 
twenty, his mother grew nervous, and when they 
became half an hour she went out in search of him. 
When he was to be found neither on his own terrace 
nor on the Wetherspoons’, she knew not what to make 
of it, till a strange idea struck her. He had his own 
ways and his own thoughts, as boys have, for there is 
more sentiment in a boy, though he conceals it in 
the depths of his soul, than in seventeen girls, though 
they proclaim it to the heavens. She would not make 
a mistake for the world, but she must find where he 
was, and it was worth trying. Mrs. Livingstone came 
slowly down the other terrace, and while she seemed 
to be admiring the garden in front of the houses, she 
was really examining one particular house, especially 
the bow window of the drawing-room, for some sign 
of her boy. And there, in the blaze of the sun, at 
ease upon a couch in the circle of the window, and 
looking out at her with bold brazen face, as if he were 
in the most natural place in the world, and doing 
exactly what he might have been expected to do, was her 
prodigal son. Six seconds later—Harry declared that 
Mrs. Wetherspoon was the best sprinter he had ever 
seen—the door opened, and Mrs. Wetherspoon cried 
with exulting voice : 

‘* Harry is here, Maria, and looking amazingly well. 
He was wondering when you would turn up to walk 
him home, for he was certain you would guess his 
whereabouts. Wasn't it sweet of him to make his 
first visit to our house?’’ By this time they were in 
the room, and Harry was explaining. 

‘* You see, mother, you told me how Mrs, Wether- 
spoon had come herself to ask for me, every so many 
times a day, and | thought you would like me to shuffle 
round and thank her, when I got on the war-path 
again, and we were waiting tea till you turned up."’ 

‘«Grace,’’ said Mrs, Livingstone, ‘‘can you ever 
forgive me ?’’ 

‘«It's you, Maria, who must forgive me.’’ They 
were both beginning to cry, and they might have said a 
lot of foolish things, but Harry, who had been looking 
out at the window for a minute, suddenly turned. 

‘«T don’t know how you people are, but I’m beastly 
hungry ; and I say, mother, I don’t believe that dear 
old doctor would refuse me a whack at Mrs, Wether. 
spoon’s chocolate cake.’’ 

And that was how the breach was healed. 


’ 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 6 (Josh. 1 : 1-11) 








COMMON VERSION 


1 Now after the death of Moses the servant 
of the LORD, it came to pass, that the LORD 
spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
minister, saying, 

2 Moses my servant is dead ; now therefore 
arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 
people, unto the land which I do give to them, 
even to the children of Israel. 

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall 
tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I 
said unto Moses. 

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon 
even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, 
all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great 
sea toward the going down of the sun, shall 
be your coast. 

5 There shall not any man be able. to stand 
before thee all the days of thy life: as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with thee : I will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

6 Be strong and of a good courage : for unto 
this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance 
the land, which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them. 


Joshua I: I-II. 
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LESSON I. OCTOBER 6. JOSHUA, ISRAEL’S NEW LEADER 


(Read Num, 27 : 12-23; Josh. 1.) Memory verse: 7 
Golden Text: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.—Joshua I : § 





AMERICAN REVISION 


1 Now it came to pass after the death of 
Moses the servant of Jehovah, that Jehovah 
spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
minister, saying, 2 Moses my servant is dead ; 
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, 
and all this people, unto the land which I do 
give to them, even to the children of Israel. 
3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall 
tread upon, to you have I given it, as I spake 
unto Moses. 4 From the wilderness, and this 
Lebanon, even unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and 
unto the great sea toward the going down of 
the sun, shall be your border. 5 There shall 
not any man be able to stand before thee all 
the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so 
I will be with thee ; I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee. 6 Be strong and of good cour- 
age ; for thou shalt cause this people to inherit 
the land which I sware unto their fathers to 


COMMON VERSION 


that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all the law, which Moses my servant com- 
manded thee: turn not from it Zo the right 
hand or /o the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest. 

8 ‘This book of the law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein : for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success. 

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong 
and of a good courage ; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed : for the LORD thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

10 § Then Joshua commanded the officers 
of the people, saying, 

11 Pass through the host, and command 
the people, saying, Prepare you victuals ; for 
within three days ye shall pass over this Jor- 
dan, to go in to possess the land, which the 
LORD your God giveth you to possess it. 







AMERICAN REVISION 


ageous, to observe to do according to all the 
law, which Moses my servant commanded 
thee ; turn not from it to the right hand or to 
the left, that thou mayest ! have good success 
whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but 
thou shalt meditate thereon day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all that is written therein : for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
1have good success. g Have not I com- 
manded thee? Be strong and of good cour- 
age ; be not affrighted, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for Jehovah thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 

10 ‘Then Joshua commanded the officers of 
the people, saying, 11 Pass through the midst 
of the camp, and command the people, say- 
ing, Prepare you victuals ; for within three 
days ye are to pass over this — to go in 
to possess the land, which Jehovah your God 
giveth you to possess it. 


1 Or, deal wisely 


7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, give them. 


The Quarter’s Lessons Previewed 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


(See list of Quarter’s Lessons on first page.) 


SRAEL’S forty years’ sojourn in the wilderness 
made the twelve tribes an organized nation, with 
the law, the covenant, rulers ; a system of wor- 

ship, a tabernacle, a priesthood ; the discipline of 
war, diplomacy, and defeat; the final counsel of 
their great leader, and his death when they were at 
the entrance of the promised land, Keep these 
things before your mind, as you are about to. accom- 
pany the Israelites on their campaign for the’ con- 
quest of Canaan. . i: ay , Bie 

_ ‘The entire period of the fourth quarter's lessons is 
about three hundred and thirty years.: But the chief 
interest, so far as the progress of the nation is con- 
cerned, centers around the twenty-four years of 
ae leadership, treated in the first six lessons, 

or the three centuries of the judges there are four 
lessons—two dramatic incidents, and two pictures of 
home and village life. The temperance and Christ- 
mas lessons are not historically connected with the 
series. « 

Read the books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and the 
first three chapters of 1 Samuel... Study the map of 
Canaan as divided among the twelve tribes. Locate 
the place of the crossing of the Jordan ; Jericho over 
against it; Gilgal, Joshua’s first capital ; Hebron, 
Caleb’s inheritance ; Shechem, and the other cities 
of refuge. Then note the plain of Jezreel where 
Gideon’s exploit began, Gaza where Samson died, 
Bethlehem where Ruth made her home, and Ramah 
and Shiloh where Samuel spent his boyhood. 

The lessons connected with these places describe 
important events in the history of Israel, which shaped 
their national character. They were intended to 
illustrate the experiences of individuals in the jour- 
ney of life, and to show us how to live. This is the 
use you expect to make of them for your pupils. 


i. Joshua, the new leader, on the threshold of his 
campaign illustrates the preparation of the people 
for their new life. 

2. Israel enters the Land of Promise and takes up 
the responsibilities of the new life. 

3. The capture of Jericho is the first story of con- 
quest over new foes. : 

4. The award of the territory of Hebron to Caleb, 
promised to him long before, is a splendid lesson of 
the right way of living for and appropriating one’s 
inheritance. 

5. The Cities of Refuge show the possibilities and 
limits of avoiding the penalties of one’s mistakes. 

6. Joshua Renewing the Covenant with Israel is the 
noble counsel of experience, to be sacredly cherished. 


The story of Gideon reveals to us the source and 
means of victory over spiritual foes, and the death of 
Samson is a vivid picture of the tragic end of mis- 
used opportunities. 

Two beautiful scenes close the quarter's study: 
the home life of Ruth, the maiden, wife, and mother; 
and the training of the boy Samuel, who, in the 
midst of good and evil surroundings, kept simply 
loyal to God, who revealed himself in the life of the 
listening and obedient boy. 

Link these lessons together in your thought till 
they illustrate a connected biography of a human 
life. Let your own experiencesenliventhem. Look 





7 Only be strong and very cour- 


from the threshold of the new and unknown way at 
the Jordan bank, on to the settled nation which the 
future judge of Israel was preparing at Shiloh to 
govern, and then you will be ready to begin to lead 
your class along the whole wonderful way. 
Boston. 
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When God says ‘*‘ Forward” it always means 


Sotlow. 
<0 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


OME people say that religion is a good | for 
women and children,—but not for men. hat 
do you think of that opinion? Why is it ever 

suggested? Is there truth in it? Let your class 
spend a few minutes in discussing this. 

Whatever one may think about the religion of to- 
day, what shall we say of religion in Old Testament 
times ? Was it a women’s and children’s affair then, 
—something for ‘‘ mollycoddles ’ among men,—or an 
important part of the life of fighters and leaders? 
There is but one answer to this,—let your class prove 
it by illustrations from memory. 

And now we have a chance to get acquainted with 
a man who had a hard thing to do,—one of the hard- 
est places to fill that all history tells about. He had 
to take up the work of the greatest man in Israel’s 
history prior to Christ; and not only that, but he had 
to do so at the time of one of the greatest crises in 
Israel's national life. Mr. Pierson’s first paragraph 
makes plain what a crisis it was. 

As an encouragement to face this staggering situa- 
tion, God wanted Joshua to think about seven great 
facts, or 


Seven Secrets of Success 





Let us discover, if we can, what they were. 

Did the death of Moses, who had saved the Israel- 
ites out of Pharaoh’s hand and led them safely for 
forty years through the wilderness, make it easier, 
or harder, to commence the attack on the strongholds 
of Canaan? Yet, ‘‘ Moses is dead, ¢herefore take 
Canaan.” God’s first word to Joshua was, not ‘ be- 
cause it is easy, do it,” but ‘* because it is hard, do 
it.” The man who goes for a thing decause it is hard 
will succeed when the man who picks the easy things 
is sure to fail. 

The seven ‘* secrets of success,” to be drawn out 
from the class by the teacher in some such way as 
that of the preceding paragraph, are the following: 


1. Because it is hard, do it! (v. 2.) 

2. I (Jehovah) am in charge (‘‘ which / do give to 
them "’-—v. 2). 

3. You must win for yourself whatever you would 
have (v. 3). 

4. A world-empire is my plan for you (v. 4). 

5. Nobody can defeat you while you and I work 
together,—and / will never desert you (v. 5). 

6. Be strong and courageous (v. 6). 

7. Learn the law by heart, by living with it and in 
it, day and night; and seep the law, every bit. 

As you get the class to bring out these seven points, 


or after the list has been completed, the following 
material can be used : 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Joshua’s very first move showed what a practical matter 
his religion was,—how he combined trust in God with 
keeping his powder dry,—for he sent out the word ‘* Pre- 
pare you victuals.’’ 

He believed in the gain of doing hard things : he crossed 
the river Jordan at its height, just when the enemy would 
least expect him to do so (Beecher, on v. 11). 

The reiterating of the statement that Moses was dead 
may have been done because of the Oriental reluctance to 
believe that a great leader can die (Howie, 1, 2). 

The ‘* go on”’ spirit is bound to win (Illustrations, 1). 

The land must be taken, though it was given (Ridgway, 
3; Gordon, 4); and they must take it all or lose it all 
(Illustrations, 2). 

Joshua’s vision was big, as ours ought to be (Dunning, 2). 

With God in command, defeat is‘ not among the possi- 
bilities (Gordon, next to last paragraph). The root from 
which ‘‘Joshua’’ comes means ‘ victory,’’ which is the 
key-word of this book (Gordon, 2). 

It is a Roosevelt lesson (Howard, 2-4). 

What Joshua’s Bible-study was mot to be, and what it 
was to be (Dunning, I, 4). 


Those seven secrets of success are what make 
strong men to-day, as they did in Joshua’s day; and 
they are good for women and children too. But they 
make up the only kind of religion that God wants us 
to have anything to do with. So religion must be 
good for men, women, and children, after all. Sup- 
pose we all try it! 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 


Be sure to take time to master the Preview (on this 
page). 

A particularly good plan for teaching a missionary lesson 
this week (Pierson, end of last paragraph). 

Read a major-general’s opinion of Joshua’s military 
genius (page 475 in this issue), 

Joshua was hardly a young man at this time (Beecher, 
paragraph 3). 

Is the passing of great leaders cause for discouragement? 
(Pierson, last). 

Joshua’s credentials (Ridgway, 1). 

Joshua was already in training for this,—he would never 
have been chosen if he had not been (Foster, 4). 

Religion a factor in this world’s success (Ridgway, 4). 

Courage is not fearlessness, but the overcoming of fear 
(Ridgway, last). 

% 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


To be assigned by the teacher, perhaps giving only one question 

to each pupil, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday. 

Read Joshua 1: 11 to 3: 17. 

Whose words did Joshua ask Israel to hear ? 

What preparation were the people to make before cross- 
ing Jordan ? 

What does verse 3 : 11 teach as to the privilege and duty 
of following God’s leading ? 

If you had been one of the priests, what would you have 
thought about stepping into the deep river? Why? 

What does verse 10 say was one purpose of the miracu- 
lous crossing of Jordan ? 

What Psalms refer to the crossing of the Jordan? Read 
them. 

What were the twelve men chosen from the tribes to do ? 
(See chapter 4.) 

Find and read another story of the appointment of one 
man from each tribe for a definite service. (The story was 
told during the last quarter.) 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


IME.—At or near the close of the thirty days of 
mourning for Moses (Deut. 34: 8). By the most 
natural interpretation of the biblical data, it was 

in March, B.C. 1458. Current chronological schemes 
give various dates, ranging from the seventeenth to 
the twelfth centuries B. C. 

Place.— The camp, east of the river, in the deep- 
sunken Jordan valley. 

Persons.—Joshua and the Israelites. Joshua is 
spoken of as young compared with Moses (Exod. 33: 
11), but he may now have been 100 years old. More 
than five years later (Josh. 14: 10), but probably 
much less than the 25 years assigned by Josephus, 
Joshua died at the age of 110 years (Josh. 24 : 29). 

Counted by even thousands and hundreds there 
were about 600,000 Israelitish men between the ages 
of 20 and 59 (Num. 26). The count by individuals 
was doubtless very much smaller. Belonging to the 
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camp were forty military thousands of the warriors 
of the tribes east of the Jordan—a third or more of 
their entire force. The rest of the population of those 
tribes was engaged in taking possession of their newly 
acquired territory (Josh. 1: 12-18, 4: 13). Probably 
the non-combatants of the other tribes, guarded bya 
large proportion of their warriors, were vet in the 
wilderness, awaiting the time when conquest should 
open the promised land tothem. In the camp at the 
Jordan were only fighting men and priests. 

In the matter of age there was a contrast between 
the population as a whole and their venerable leader. 
In their fierce struggle for existence during nearly 
forty years—a struggle much the fiercer because of 
their great numbers being added to the normal popu- 
lation of the wilderness—the old and the weak had 
been eliminated from among them. ‘They had be- 
come a rough and vigorous race, quite unlike their 
fathers who migrated from Egypt. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 1.—Moses the servant of Jehovah: Later in 
the Old Testament the term ‘‘servant” denotes 
Israel, and has a Messianic character, It is applied 

ersonally as a mark of high distinction to Abraham, 

foses, Caleb, David, and perhaps others, in the 
sense in which a prime minister or other trusted 
counselor is ‘‘servant” to a king.—-.Woses’ minister: 
His personal attendant and assistant, who has there- 
by been trained to be his successor. 

Verse 4.—Study these boundaries geographically, 
noting the parallel passages. In fact Joshua con- 

uered only a part of the territory here indicated.— 
Tis Lebanon; Lebanon was in sight, at least men- 
tally, when the revelation was made.— The Hittites : 
In the time of Abraham there had been Hittites in 
southern Palestine. Both then and later the Hittites 
spread over extensive regions to the north of Palestine 





ro. ; ; ; 
erse 6.—T7hou shalt cause this people to inherit: 
The emphasis is on ‘‘thou.” The thing will be ac- 
complished by Joshua, and not left to his successor. 
Verses 7-8.— Zhe /aw: The word denotes author- 
itative revelation from Deity, whether written or 
oral, whether of the nature of command or of infor- 
mation.— Which Moses... commanded thee: The 
account says that Moses transmitted such ‘‘law” to 
Joshua. he following details indicate that the 


| revelation thus transmitted included extended legisla- 
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tion.— This book of the law... all that is written: 
Parts of the law here spoken of may have been oral, 
but it included the book spoken of in Deuteronomy 31, 
and perhaps other writings by Moses. Later, Joshua 
added to the book of the law (Josh. 24 : 26).—7hou 
shalt meditate, etc.: The reference Bibles fail to note 
that this is quoted in the first Psalm, and is the theme 
of the Psalm. 

Verses 10-11.—7o pass over this Jordan: The 
river was in flood (Josh. 3: 15). It was good strategy 
to cross it at an unexpected time. 


AUBUKN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
b 4 


It is not what you think about the Bible, but 
what you think out of the Bible into your life, that 
makes all the difference. 
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Yriental Lesson-Lights 
.. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie - 


Moss my servant ts dead (v. 2). Upon the 
death of Muhammad, June 8, A.D. 632, Omar, 
one of the best and most intelligent of the com- 
panions, excitedly vociferated to the dazed and as- 
sembled multitude that the prophet was not dead, 
but in a trance, from which he would soon arise and 
root out the hypocrites from.the land. Abu Bekr 
however, stepped in, pushed him aside and addressed 
the assembly thus: ‘‘ Whoso worshipeth Muham- 
mad, let him know that Muhammad is dead; but 
whoso worshipeth God, let him know that God liveth 
and dieth not,” 
The brave and manly Druses, even the educated 
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among them, hold and teach their youth that their 
prophet, El HAakim, who reigned in Egypt ten 
centuries ago, is not dead: ‘‘ but is hidden to prove the 
faith of the believers and may appear in public at any 
moment.” Can it be that the statements, ‘‘ after the 
death of Moses,” ‘‘Moses my servant is dead,” are 
partly meant to obviate mistakes such as that of 
Omar and the Druses, or the sons of the prophets 
(2 Kings 2: 16, 17), and to show that the Spirit of the 
Lord had not taken the prophet and ‘‘cast him upon 
some mountain or into some valley ?” 

TGis book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth (vy. 8). ‘* Fetch me hither pen and ink that I 
may make a nee for you that shall hinder you 
from going astray for ever.” This was one of the 
last or dying words of the Arab Prophet and kinsman 
of the Hebrews. Muhammad did leave a book, ‘‘a 
writing,” which is not only read, but almost wor- 
shiped. ‘We Orientals are not only bookmakers 
but book worshipers.” ... The inclement weather 
to-day prevented us from going to Mt. Tabor, but did 
not prevent this Moslem official or priest from appear- 
ing upon the tomb opposite our window (in Nazareth), 
and geo his daily task of reading the book 
(Quran), not only for the benefit of the living, but also 
in behalf of the dead; he begins while it is still dark. 
This is surely reading ‘‘day and night” (v. 8). (Dr. 
Howie's diary, Dec. 7th.) 

It may be very unseemly, but it is nevertheless 
wonderful to hear a hundred, perhaps a thousand 
voices, instantaneously and simultaneously checking 
and correcting an official synagogue-reader who may 
have the misfortune to misread a word of ‘‘ The book.” 

SHWEIR, Mr, LEBANON, SyRIA. 


* 
Make sure of His presence, and your prosperity 
will take care of itself. 
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Weaving into God’s Warp 
By S. D. Gordon 


OD is the spokesman in this story, He assumes 
G the leadership anew. Moses the great leader 
went, but God stayed. Later, Joshua went 
out by the same door as Moses, and so.-did Samuel 
and David, Isaiah and Elijah, Luther and Calvin, 
Wesley and Spurgeon, Finney and Moody; but God 
continues. He is the warp into which each shuttle 
runs its thread of the great poaees of life being 
woven. The great man and the smaller one are apt 
to seem quite indispensable, arid when they go there 
seems a gap that can never be filled; but the great 
onward movement never ceases. _A man’s work 
abides and becomes permanent in the life of the race 
only as it fits into the plan of God. It ee ee 
wish and plan that our fruit should abide. e are 
not to be as the rocket-stars, brilliant for a brief mo- 
ment of bright shining, but like the steady stars in 
the upper blue, with their unfading beauty. But 
such shining is only possible in God's sky. Only in 
proportion as our shuttles play into God's warp will 
our life become a part of the pattern he is weaving 
out through the ages. 

Joshua stands beside one of the tallest men of the 
race, and, while in no way reaching up to his height, 
yet the contrast does not disturb us, and that speaks 
much for his rugged strength and sterling worth. His 
biography is like an etching made up of the fewest 
lines, which bring into clear view his strong figure. He 
came of as good blood as Israel had,—that of Jo- 
seph, through Ephraim. And so he belonged to the 
leading family, the birthright family. For while the 
birthright belonged by natural descent to Reuben, it 
had been technically transferred to Ephraim, though 
later Judah came to the birthright place of national 
leadership by dint of native force. Moses’ estimate 
of Joshua tells great things both of his goodness and 
ability. For of all the princes he was Moses’ choice 
to lead the forces against the Amalekites. Following 
that great victory, he was the man selected by Moses 
to be his own most intimate companion and helper; 
and no doubt he came to know the inner life of that 
great man, and of the national affairs, as did none 
other. The name Joshua, by which he is best known, 
was a new name given to him by Moses, and is most 
significant. The root word from which it comes 
means victory, and is so sometimes rendered in Eng- 
lish. It may have been given at the time of the Ama- 
lekite victory as commemorating that event, or in 
keen discernment of his traits of character, or as a bit 
of prophecy of his future career, or all of these to- 
gether. It is striking that this root meaning of his 
name, victory, is the key-word of this book of Joshua. 

His training had been unusual. The personal 
contact with Moses in the most intimate relations for 
all those forty years would leave a deep impress upon 
him. For a while he lived in the little isolated tent 
where his chief communed with God before the 
tabernacle was constructed. He had seen the thrill- 


ing events attending the deliverance from Egypt; 
had been up in the mount of God with Moses, and 
there had seen the great glory. He seems to have 
been a man of great courage, for on returning*from 
the Canaan-searching expedition he boldly faced the 
ugly-tempered mob, so risking death by stoning, in 
the attempt to have the people trust God and con- 
quer ‘Canaan. He was a man of action rather than 
of speech; a blunt spokesman using few words, but 
with intense conviction, unswerving loyalty to his 
chief and to God, and with rare mental balance mark- 
ing all his actions. He was a good obeyer. He fitted 
into the niche where he belonged, with no attempt to 
force his way higher up, though he had an abundant 
oppurtunity, and possibly temptations too, in the na- 
tional discontent and outbreaks. It is noteworthy 
that the nation held steady to the Mosaic ideals dur- 
ing all of his career, and for long after his death. 

There was to be an aggressive personal move- 
ment, ‘The sole of the foot must press the soil before 
it would become theirs. There could be no victory 
by proxy. God gave, but they must take. There is 
no possession of anything without the personal touch. 
There can be no victory, no vital help given to an- 
other, save as life eenshon life. Money is a factor of 
immense value, but it can never take the place of 
living men. The most it can do is to set men free 
from one task for the doing of a greater task. Elisha 
must give his own warm body before life returns to 
the dead boy. Jesus touched those he helped regard- 
less of the repulsiveness of their condition. There is 
no winning of victories, nor of souls, nor solving of 
— without the giving of a bit of your own 
ife. 


Three times the word ‘‘ courage ” is used, and each 
time coupled with the word “strong.” Not to have 
courage is to be weak. Courage is the heart facing 
heavy odds, but fighting them, and stubbornly refus- 
ing to be whipped. Courage never knows when it is 
whipped. And if you never know when you are 
whipped, you never are whipped; you can’t be, for a 
man cannot be whipped without his own consent. 
With God in command, defeat is not among the pos- 
sible things for you. Be strong and of good courage, 
no matter what your task, and your feet will yet press 
the contested ground with a full heel-to-toe step. 

Three words are tied together in that great eighth 
verse that should be kept together in our practise,— 
obey, this book, meditate. The simple, full, glad 
doing of what our God wishes done is the great law 
of all action. The chief thing to be aimed at in serv- 
ice is not to do good merely, but to be doing God’s 
will. The purpose of the book is tostell us God’s will, 
that so we may obey. Here is his will in plain black 
and white. That makes the standard of obedience 


clear. This book is to be absorbed until it is a bit of 
one’s self. Its study is to be continual, nightly and 
daily. ‘* Meditate’’ means a mental chewing of the 
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~ LESSON FOR OCTOBER 6 (Josh. 1 : 1-11) 


cud. Chew this book into your life, even as you chew 
food into the make-up of your body. 


Manison, N., J. 
< 


The saddest success of all is that which gives in- 
crease of substance without increment to the soul, 
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Cause for Courage in the Campaign 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L. Pierson 


OSES, the representative of God, the deliverer, 
the law-giver, the miracle worker, the leader 
of God's people for forty years, isdead. What 

shall be done? In front are the enemy, powerful and 
well fortified, behind are the wilderness and man 
foes. Israel is at the border of the promised land. 
It is a great crisis—and their leader is dead! What 
would you have said? Turn back? Settle in the 
land already conquered? Give up the idea of con- 

uest and make a treaty with the people? What did 

od say? ‘‘ Moses is dead, therefore, go forward, be 
strong and very courageous, obey and thou shalt 
have good success.” 

Almost daily word comes that some missionary 
leader, who has seemed indispensable in the Chris- 
tian campaign, has been called home. Yesterday it 
was Livingstone, the great missionary explorer, and 
Mackay the pioneer in Uganda. To-day it is John 
G. Paton, the apostle of the New Hebrides, Hudson 
Taylor, the man of faith in China, Bishop Schere- 
shewsky, the great translator in acto. William K. 
Eddy, the people’s friend in Syria, Benjamin Labaree, 
the patriarch of Persia, and Samuel H. Hadley, the 
apostle of love in Water Street. What shall we do? 
We cannot spare them in the crisis that is upon us, 
and the campaign that is before us. God says: ‘‘ You 
may mourn for them thirty days, but I am not dead— 
I am with you, therefore ‘‘ go forward, be strong and 
very courageous,” 

What is our cause for courage in this great campaign 
for the conquest of the world? (1.) In the promise 
of God to be with us. (2.) In our past’ history. 
(3.) In the promises of victory. (4.) In the fact of a 
new leader whom God has called to the work. 
Mackay dies but Pilkington takes up the work in 
Uganda. McAuley is called home, but Hadley is 
called to the leadership. Carey lays down his penin 
India, but Duff takes it up. Vanderkemp is suc- 
ceeded by Moffat in Africa, and Nevius by Corbett 
and others in China. The departure of missionary 
leaders is no cause for discouragement as long as God 
is with’ us. On what condition may we rely on his 
blessing ? (vs. 7-9). 


An interesting way to teach this as a missionary lesson is to 
ask the class for (1) the facts (2) the commands and (3) the 
promises contained in this passage, and then for the application 
of these to the missionary campaign to-day, 


BRooKLyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


OSHUA the son of Nun (v. 1). So you are 
Joshua Nunson, the new man? Since we are to 
follow you for some lessons, let us see your cre- 

dentials. Here they are: Exodus 1: 13, 14, youth 
spent in hard work; 24 : 13, assistant to Moses; 17: 
8-13, spurs won at Rephidim; 33 : 11, a church-goer; 
Numbers 14 : 6-10, believing all things, and afraid of 
nothing; Deuteronomy 31 : 14, 23, called. ‘‘ ‘I‘here’s 
a reason,” as the anti-coffee man says. If any one 
drops out down at the mill, will you be promoted ? 
What way are you training, up or down? Let's see 
your credentials. Smoke cigarettes, take a beer now 
and then, swear a little, play pool, pitch pennies, 
good at cards, can tell an unwashed story on occa- 
sion, read the Sunday —_ a general all-around 
** bully good feller.” ouldn’t it be nice to have a 
man like you for the head of something ? Kind of a 
foreman your employer is hunting for,—or else not! 


Moses...ts dead; ... therefore arise, go (v. 2). 
Don’t sit down and waste time and nerves over the 
dead, but arise and go (2 Sam. 12: 22, 23). There is 
work to do, Yet death sometimes at first staggers 
and appalls. Father dies. Sudden great responsi- 
bilities. The son must now brace himself, take up 
the load, and goon. No nobler sight on earth than 
this. God always sees and honors it. Our best men 
are made inthis mold. ‘Only son of his mother” 
(Luke 7 : 12, 13). Of course Christ had compassion. 
Is there a young man here this morning carrying the 
family ? Know that God is with you, and that you 
are a MAN in the making. The best asset Mr. Car- 
negie had at the start was his widowed mother to 
support on his small wages. Ditto Garfield, and a 
host of other splendid men to be named locally. 


Every 


lace... to you have I given it (v. 3). But 
they h 


to go over and take it, you will notice. 
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Often had to fight for it. There is that business, 
profession, trade, all ready for you. gives us 
the land (Matt, 6 : 33), but we do not get it by sittin 
on the fence in the shade, day-dreaming. The g 
things have to be hustled for with all the powers God 
has given us. Mathematics is a sure science. Get 
right with God first. The conquest was easy when 
the Israelites were faithful. 


The land % the Hittites.... 1 will be with thee 
(vs. 4, 5). here was somebody there,—and with 
swords, too. All the ‘‘ milk-and-honey” places seem 
to be in the same condition nowadays. But it is only 
‘*seem.”’ The land is yours, if you really want it, 
and will claim the promise, ‘I will be with thee.” 
The future filler of the big place, at this moment, is 
unknown and filling some little place. Many of the 
captains of industry were poor, unknown boys the 
other day. They did not begin to have the chances 
you have. However, mark this: Over ninety per 
cent of them were Sunday-school boys (Psa. 112: 1-3). 


Be strong and of good courage (v. 6). Did you 
ever try to be brave when you were scared? Like 
trying to be warm when shivering, or trying to be 
cool when sweltering. There are ways of doing it, 
however. I guess-you have had experiences when 
you sweat in January, and had acold chill in August. 

hese came from something inside. Your sin had 
found you out. Strength and courage come from 
something inside, too (Eph. 3: 16). Strength and 
courage are two of the driving-wheels of manhood. 
Every one of you should have them under you. Here 
is how to get them (Psa. 27°: 14). 


al 
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This book of the law (vy. 8). Who doesn’t know 
‘** Joshua one eight”? Noverse in the Bible is worked 
any harder. ho gives a boy a Bible, and doesn't 
write on a fiy-leaf, ** Joshua1:8”? One of God's 
most splendid promises. Suppose a young man 
should take, say, the Ten Commandments and Be- 
atitudes and never lose consciousness of them. Would 
he be likely ever to go far wrong? How many of you 
regularly read God's Word every day, not to speak 
of meditating upon it? Joshua, busy as he was, 
took time for Bible study. That is how to maké 
— brave men, Cromwell’s Ironsides and Pil- 
grim Fathers. 


Be not affrighted, neither be thou dismayed (v.9). 
Do you note how God has to keep saying to Joshua, 
‘*Don’t be afraid.” I am inclined to think that after 
all Joshua may not have been much better than the 
rest of us. His poor old heart went pit-a-pat in the 
face of danger, just as our hearts do. God pats us on 
the back, and we try to keep a stiff upper-lip. Per- 
haps Joshua was like a seasoned veteran in the late 
war. The line was moving up a hill in the face of a 
murderous fire. A young officer, cock-sure and in- 
experienced, was by the side of his colonel, whose 
face was white. ‘* You’re not frighteped, are you, 
Colonel?” asked the younger man. Yes, I am,” 
was the veteran’s response; ‘‘and if you were half 
as scared as I am you'd have run long ago.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa, * 


He only can fill the great place who has not felt 
himself too big to be faithful in the small one. 


<e 


The Illustration Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lessott illustration-that can be used, and two dollars for 

the dest illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
nantfe and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. .Do not enclose return postage. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar, later lessons being due three months in advance. 


13. December 30.—Review (Psa. 08).......... Due Sept. 29 
1. January 5.—The Word Made Flesh (John1:1-18). “ ct. 6 
2. January 12.—Jesus and John the Baptist (John 1 ; 


gh a aie ae ae « Oct. 23 
3. January 19.—Jesus and His First Disciples (John 

RS a ee er ae . © @ete 
4. January 26.—Jesus Cleanses the Temple (John 2 

aS ee aarrerre as eee « §6Oct, 27 


One Secret of Success—v. 2. 


O over this Jordan (v. 2). ‘*When Arago, the 
astronomer, was young, he became thoroughly 
discouraged over mathematics. One day he 

found on the fly leaf of a text-book a few words from 
the famous D’Alembert to a student who had been 
discouraged like himself. D’Alembert’s advice was 
very short; it was, ‘‘Go on, sir, goon!” Arago 
said afterwards that that sentence was the best 
teacher of mathematics that he ever had. Following 
it doggedly, he went on until he became the leading 
mathematician of his day.’ No man has ever exhausted 
the power that lies in the words, ‘‘Geon.” Going 
ahead, steadily and perseveringly, step by step, is 
the secret of material, moral, and spiritual success.— 
Mary Y. Mann, Philadelphia. From Forward. 


Complete Possession or Not at All—v. 4. 








From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even unto 
the great river...and unto the great sea (Vv. 4). 
Two friends were converted and united with the 
church at the same time. One felt she could bea 
Christian without taking advantage of all the privi- 
leges of the church by attending all the services. After 
a few years she went less and less, and finally lost all 
interest in religion. The other was so anxious to 
work for the Master that she lost no opportunity, and 
is to-day one of the happiest people to be found. As 
the Israelites never obtained all God had promised 
them because they did not take it, and finally lost 
what they did take, so our friend lost her Christian 
life because she did not take full advantage of it.— 
Annetta Long, Allegheny, Pa. The prize for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration. 


How the Government Keeps its Promises—v. 6. 


1 will not fail thee (v. 6). United States bank- 
notes are redeemed though they be presented torn 
into strings and woven into a bird’s nest,—or chewed 
up into lining for a rat-hole, or in the shape of pulp 
from a cow’s stomach, or a dog’s. Frequently a roll 
of them burnt into ashes is taken, gently flattened, 
the top note deciphered, then lifted off by touching 
its surface with a sticky paper, then the other side 
deciphered ; that same process gone through with 
for the next, and so on throughout the roll; every 





note often being thus identified; and thousands of 
dollars—or perhaps only two or three—being safely 
pocketed by theowner. Thuseven an earthly govern- 
ment, with its limitations, toils to discover to whom 
it has made promises, and to keep those promises. 
‘*How much more your Father which is in heaven.” 
—Margaret Meredith. 


Faith Won Where Man Could Not—v. 6. 


Be strong and of good courage (v. 6). The Rev. 
Dr. James I. Vance, in ‘‘ Royal Manhood,” tells of a 
bridge which was to be built over acertain river. For 
the foundation, piles were driven. One day there 
was an obstruction, and the pile-driver could do 
nothing. On investigating, it was found that a for- 
gotten, unused water-main was under the river. Of 
course the main had to come out. Various methods 
were tried. Huge cables were put about it, and a 
locomotive attached to these exerted all its power— 
in vain. Tugboats were harnessed tothe cables. No 
result. Finally it was proposed to change the 
location of the bridge. But a quiet man said he could 
do the work. He brought two old mud-scows and let 
them rest just above the stubborn main. The cables 
were tightly lashed to huge beams laid from one scow 
to the other. They asked him what he was about to 
do. He folded his arms for answer, and said he was 
already done. As he waited the tide came in. The 
scows rocked and tossed, they tugged and stormed, 
while the man cried: ‘‘Come up! Come on! You 
must come!” Then there was a mighty upheaval 
that shook the river from bank to bank, and the tide 
had the victory. ‘‘God’s strength flows inte human 
life as the tide,” says Dr. Vance. ‘ There is no noise; 
it is scarcely perceptible, but it is sovereign.” 


Obedience the First Essential-—v. 7. 








Be one ... 40 observe to do according to all the 
law, which Moses my servant commanded thee (v. 7). 
It is said of Henry of Bavaria that at one time, be- 
coming weary of court life, he determined to enter a 
monastery. When he presented himself to Prior 
Richard, the faithful monk gave him the strict rules 
of the Order. The King listened eagerly, and en- 
thusiastically expressed pleasure at the prospect of 
such complete consecration. Then the prior insisted 
that obedience, implicit, and uninquisitive was the 
first requisite of sainthood. The monarch promised 
to follow his will in every detail. ‘* Then go back to 
your throne, and do your duty in the station God as- 
signed you,” was the prior’s word tohim. The king 
took up his scepter again, and from then until he 
died, his people said of him, ‘‘King Henry has 
learned to govern, by learning to obey.”"—Mrs. M 
Watts, Clapham Park, London, S. W. Sunday 
School Chronicle. 


The Greater Safety of Burdens—v. 7. 





Only be strong and very courageous (v. 7). The 
Rev. O. P. Gifford, the well-known Buffalo pastor, 
in speaking of burdens, recently said: ‘‘Glancing 
out of the window one day last winter, I saw an ex- 
press wagon drive up and stop, the ¢river stepped 
down, walked to the back of his wagon, looked in to 
make sure the trunk was handy, turned, stepped 
toward the door to see the number, slipped in the 
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snow, fell headlong and struck-his hand against the 
stepping stone; he rose to his feet rubbing his hand, 
looked at the stone, at the snow, and probably (man- 
like) blamed everything but the man who had slipped. 
After seeing the number he stepped back, shouldered 
the trunk (weighing 135 pounds), and walked across 
the snow without slipping, minding his steps, looking 
down—he must be careful with such a load on his 
back. Look about you: the men who come to least 
in the world carry least, those who sit in slippered 
ease get no muscles thereby. The careless soul slips 
and bruises itself, the burdened soul steps carefully, 
the burden is the angel that bears thee up lest at any 
time thou dash thy foot against a stone. The soul 
that shuns burdens finds slips and bruises. Blessed 
be burdens!""—Ne/son A. Jackson, Keuka Park. N. 
Y. From the Ram's Horn. 


Every disaster is a call to some endeavor. 


ba 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson 


LMIGHTY GOD, our Heavenly Father, we 
rejoice in thy strength to-day, and in the father- 
love which makes it possible for us to draw our 

strength from thee. Forgive our weak and futile 
attempts to do our work in our own strength. For- 
give us for bemoaning our inability, when thou hast 
promised us ability in such measure as we need. Put 
new courage into our hearts this day, O God,—new 
courage to do right, to bear burdens lightly, to face 
hard duties with eager desire for the doing, and take 
away from us the last touch of sloth and cowardice 
and halting doubt as we go forward in the way thou 
hast chosen for us. May we no longer prefer the 
dangerous, softer ways of our own negligence, but 
rather the steady fight upward step by step with 
thee. ‘Amen, 


Before the Lesson 


‘* Don't flinch, don’t foul, but hit the line hard!” 
Who said it, boys? Yes, our President. And he 
was talking to a crowd of boys when he said it. We 
shall study to-day a lesson about a new leader over 
Israel. His name? Yes, Joshua, Whocan tell the 
meaning of that name? Yes, saviour. He was to 
take up the work of leadership where Moses had left 
it. He was to lead the people into Canan. And in 
his directions to him, God gave the san.e command 
to Joshua ¢hree times in this one passage we are to 
study. After the lesson I shall ask you to give me 
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that command—two words long. What has that to 
do with the President’s words? Let’s wait and see! 


After the Lesson 


What was the three times repeated command to 
et ‘Be strong!” Let me put that on the 

ard. ‘*Don’t flinch, don’t foul, but hit the line 
hard!” Does the strong football captain flinch, hold 
back, weaken when the game is hard? If he is rea//y 
strong, will he foul to make a point? Never. It is 
the scared and mean-minded weaker player, weaker 
captain, who tries low tricks to win. And will the 
strong prayer walk quietly up to the line when he has 
the ball, or will he at it as if he meant to go 
through? Oh, you know the signs of a man who is 
really streng! 

But look in the seventh verse. What was Joshua 
to be strong about? Yes, to observe the law of God. 
To obey (write it), That took strength and courage 
then. Does it now? Think which is harder,—to 
play a good stiff game of football, or to be strong 
enough to do exactly right for a single afternoon? 
Let that thought sink in this week. 





PHILADELPHIA, 
“ 
The leaders fall, but the Leader never fails. 
‘et 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs."’) 


ME a Saviour, pilot me.”’ 
‘“He leadeth me: O blessed (23: 3-6. 37: 3-6.) 
thought !"’ Psalm 119 : 7-12. 

‘** How shall I follow Him I love."’ (172: 7-12. 242: 4-6.) 

** Onward, Christian soldiers."’ Psalm 56 : 1-3, 8. 
** Stand up, my soul ; shake off thy (74: 1-3, 8 115 : 1-3, 8) 


Psalm 20 : 3-6. 


fears. Psal : 
“Fight the good fight with all thy *S4!™ 37 : 22-27. 
might.” (51: 1-4. 78: 3-8.) 
‘* My faith looks up to Thee."’ Psalm 3: 1-5. 
‘* Fling out the banner !"’ (934.8. 97%) 
ie 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, }{artford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—Josh. 1: 1-11... . joshua, Israel's new leader 
Tuesday.—Josh. 1: 12-18. ..... soyalty of the people 


Wc dnesday.—Num. 27 : 15-23 . . . . . . . Chosen by God 
Thursday.—Deut. 17 : 14-20. ..... The book of the law 
Friday.—Josh. 8 : 30-35 . ... . | Reading the law 


Saturday.—Prov. 3: 1I-lo... | | 2 2 Obedience and trust 
Sunday.—1 John 2:1-8. . . . . Keeping.the commandment 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Preview for Teachers 


HE quarter's lessons include selections from 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and 1 Samuel, covering 
nearly three hundred years, and closing the 

riod of the judges. They describe the children of 
srael at home in the promised land, and include 
several of the choicest Bible stories about Joshua, 
Caleb, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, the child Samuel, and 
the Christ-child. This may be the only opportunity 
for primary teachers to impress these stories upon 
your present group of children. (Special beginners’ 
essons are recommended for the children under six.) 

The chief events in Israel’s history are: Getting 
ready to move, moving, getting settled, Caleb’s por- 
tion, special cities of refuge in the Levites’ portion, 
Joshua's advice, two strong heroes, Gideon and Sam- 
son; the welcome to a stranger, Ruth; the last and 
best judge, Samuel; and the Christ-child, a descend- 
ant from Ruth, born in her adopted city, Bethlehem. 

As the year's lessons began, showing God’s good- 
ness in creation, we have learned how it was mani- 
fested toward the patriarchs and to his chosen people 
through the long wilderness journey, and this quarter 
in the promised land. ‘The closing text of the year 
should express our personal testimony: ‘‘ Thou 
crownest the year [this year] with thy goodness.” 


General Topic: At Home in the Promised Land. 


Lesson Story: Getting Ready to Move. 


Lesson Aim: God is with his Children, wherever 
they are (emphasized by the Golden Text). 
INTRODUCTION. 
Did your family ever move? (Suggest some of 
the incidents.) Very few people live in one house all 
their lives, and some move often; but home does not 


depend upon the house in which we live. We may 
change houses, churches, and friends, but if the en- 
tire family, those we love dearest and best, move to- 
gether, they can make a happy, comfortable home 
wherever they may be, and God is with us every- 
where. 

The cars make moving from one city to another 
much easier than it used to be. When 1 oe a little 
girl, we children used to watch long lines of canvas- 
covered wagons as they passed our house, and father 
said people were moving out West. We could some- 
times see the furniture. Often a cow or extra horses 
and a dog went along, too. Sometimes they were 
six months on the way to their new home. 


REVIEW. 

The children of Israel had been moving much 
longer than that. They might have been settled 
long beforeif those ten cowardly spies had not fright- 
ened the people about the great walled cities and the 
giants. uring the forty years of wandering many 
older people died, and the children grew up. Some 
couldn't remember any home except the tents in 
which they had lived, but their parents often talked 
to them about the old life in Egypt and the new home 
in the promised land. At last they could see it just 
across the river Jordan. 


LEsson. 


They probably felt timid about starting across, just 
as children are often afraid to go to the door if they 
see a big dog in the yard. Moses, their grand old 
leader, was gone, and they didn’t know their new 
leader, Joshua, as well; so they hadn't learned to 
trust him yet. Moses had cheered them with won- 
derful promises in his last talk, saying (Deut. 31: 
7, 23): ‘* Be strong, and of a good courage. . . . The 
Lord thy God is among you, . . . the Lord goeth be- 
fore you,” etc. (Write, ‘*Be Strong. .... Have 
Courage.’’) 

Joshua knew it was true, for the Lord had encour- 


ee 
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aged him with the same promise. -Three times he 
urged him to be strong and have courage. Sing: 


** Have we trials and temptations ? 
Is there trouble anywhere ? 
We should never be discouraged ; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.’’ 


When Joshua heard God's promise, ‘‘As I was 
with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee 
nor forsake thee,” he felt that, with God’s help, he 
could ° anywhere. (Write, *¢1 Will Not Fail 
Thee.”) 





“1 WILL NOT 
FAIL THEE” 


BE STRONG 
HAVE COURAGE 











When God said, ‘‘ Arise and go,” Joshua began to 
get ready. He called his officers that they might 
tell the people to prepare food, and be ready to start 
soon. (Show the picture-roll.) What has Joshua in 
his hand? The book of the law, which Moses had 
written. God told him to learn it and think about 
it, to obey it and teach it to the people. He also 
promised that he would lead them over safely and 
divide the land among them. Joshua had seen the 
land once before, and brought a good report. When 
the Lord said, ‘‘ Be not afraid, for the Lord thy God 
is with thee whithersoever thou goest,” he felt brave 
enough for anything. Sing, asa solo: 


‘* When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside ; 
Bear me o’er the swelling current, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee.’ 
Peoria, ILL. 


Sno 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


TANDING on the threshhold of a new quarter, 
I‘pause to look carefully at the list of lessons to 
be taught, and with these lessons in mind I think 

ofthe individual boys of my class. I must have an 
aim it my teaching; what foundation truth shall I 
seek to implant between now and the close of the 
calendar year ? 

Several individuals stand out boldly on the histor- 
ical horizon,—Joshua, Caleb, Gideon, Samson, Ruth, 
Samuel. And in these several lessons we see em- 
phasis placed upon God's interest in the zadzvidua/, 
and his use of the individual to teach great truths and 
to lift nations to a higher plane of living. If I see 
that truth clearly myself I may be able to lead my 
boys to see it, though never expressing it in just that 
form. I want each boy to feel that success in life is 
desirable and is attainable, and that true success 
must come if he gets his own life linked up with God’s 
plan for that particular life. This quarter’s lessons 
should help me in carrying forward this line of teach- 
ing, and the preview of the lessons at this point gives 
me great advantage. 

The first two verses furnish choice material with 
which to teach the continuity of God’s work. Moses, 
dead; Joshua, ‘‘ go forward.” No cessation in God’s 
eternal work. A fellow may not make the regula: 
football team just when he wants to, but it’s a real 

ain to be trained as a substitute; perhaps just at an 
important point in the next game some other fellow 
will have to drop out, and you will be next in the line 
to fill the vacant place. But the captain doesn’t want 
you unless you are fit for the place. No time to train 
then; it’s the trained fellow that’s needed. 

After Moses’ death a leader was wanted. No 
time to train one now. God took one that had 
been in training for a long while, and he was ready 
to take up the task at once. Watch promotions in 
business activities in life, and you'll find that to be 
the way that real promotions work out. They go to 
the fellows who are ready to be promoted, not to the 
ones who are ready to get ready to be promoted. 

Now in the fifth verse I see Joshua marked for sure 
success in life. I don’t have to read any farther to 
find out what Joshua’s life work is going to be; what- 
ever it is, it is going to succeed so long as Joshua can 
claim the promises of that verse. Of course, it does 
not promise Joshua an easy time; but Joshua was 
not looking for snaps. ‘It’s a whole lot more interest- 
ing and invigorating to do things, even hard things, 
than to hunt for the easiest way to get through life. 
But that verse says, ‘‘I will be with thee; I will not 
fail thee nor forsake thee.” I can tell you truly that 
the fellow who gets that kind of an assurance in his 
life has got something bigger than a gold-mine. 
Some day I shall watch you boys grow,—see one 
of you get to the place where you will daily seek to 
know what God has for you to do, and you're going 
to hear his promise, ‘‘I will be with you.” Then 
another fellow will get to that place, then another. 

















LESSON FOR OCTOBER 6 (Josh. 1: 1-11) 


I wonder if every one will yield his life to God’s safe 
guidance and be a Joshua! Courage? Oh, yes, it 
will take that. Persistency? Yes; ‘‘ turn not from 
it to the right hand or to the left.” These are the 
things that real manhood is made of; and you and I 
want to be real men, not cheap substitutes. It is 
wonderful to be in partnership with God as I try to 
make my life a success! 


PHILADELPHIA, 
t 


There is no going forward without forsaking 
some past. 
<p 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The New Leader of Israel 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Josh. 1, 2). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

God rarely duplicates a great leader. Joshua fol- 
lowed Moses, but in no respect did he imitate his 

eat master. He had a work of his own to do, and 

id it in his own characteristic fashion. 

It has often been noted that there was, according 
to the biblical narrative, a most happy adjustment 
between the crisis which Israel faced and the sort of 
leader who took responsible direction. Had Joshua 
been made to order, he could not have served the 
cause more effectively. Some students of Israelitish 
history draw the imference that the narrative was 
made to order, that to account for conquest which 
the writer regarded as speedy and conclusive there 
was evolved a leader who achieved it in a character- 
istic way. But while a Joshua of the imagination 
might be credible, if one historian was the author of 
all the material found in the book of Joshua, such a 
theory breaks down of its own weight in view of the 
facts. The personality of Joshua is as well attested 
as that of any other great national leader, and the 
part assigned to him in the history of the conquest is 
credible. 

The author of the book of Joshua was a rragte! | 
artist, using varied material with consummate skill 
to set forth adequately his conception of the crisis 
which faced Israel, the providential leadership:pro- 
vided, the speedy conquest, and the settlement, arid 
of God’s hand in every detail. Three sorts of literary 
composition are blended : a straightforward narra- 
tive of the course of conquest, not, complete, but 
representative of its various stages ; carefully elab- 
orated records of the process and result of the settle- 
ment ; and short but stirring, often sweeping char- 
acterizations of the situation at various times. 

The first two berg ope of Joshua introduce us to 
the new leader and his prompt assumption of respon- 
sible command. His personality stands out promi- 
nently. But it was not wholly unknown to us. 
Joshua had been Moses’ right-hand man, in close 
association (Exod. 24:13; 33:11) with him. His 
instincts were those of a’ warrior (Exod. 17: 9, 13; 
32:17). He was loyal to his master (Num. 11 : 28, 
29), and inherited (Deut. 34 : 9; 31:23) his plans 
and purposes. 

The second chapter describes the visit of two spies 
to Jericho to ascertain its strength, since it was the 
key to the passes up into Western Canaan. No 
move could be more probable. Joshua was one who 
united a profound trust in Jehovah with ready initia- 
tive. The Canaanites, if they but knew it, had good 
reason to feel apprehensive concerning such an an- 
tagonist. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works, bearing on the 
current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., upon 
request, for a two-cent stamp. 

George Adam Smith's discussion of Israel's en- 
trance into Western Palestine in ‘‘ Historical Geog- 
raphy” (pp. 273-278, 659-662) will be frequently re- 
ferred to in the next fewissues. Aglen’s ‘‘ Lessons 
in the Old Testament” (p. 122) and McFadyen’s 
‘* Messages ” (pp. 106-111) have capital introductory 
remarks on the age of Joshua. Matheson’s ‘‘ Repre- 
sentative Men of the Bible” has a study of ‘‘ Joshua 
the Prosaic,’’ which stimulates one’s thinking. Read 
also Stanley’s graphic words in ‘* History of the Jew- 
ish Church” (Vol. I, pp. 199-203). 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. Itis intended to be suggest- 
ive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of trzatments 
rather than one unvarying method.] 

The central fact of this lesson is the personality of 
Joshua, the new leader of Israel. 

His Title. Note what he is called in Numbers 11: 
28, and interpret its meaning. Compare it with that 
given to Moses. 

His Evident Leadership. What was the basis of 
his strong hold upon the people, who readily accepted 
his succession? Was it due merely to the Divine 
command ? 

His Personality. Note his various qualities as 
hinted at in Deuteronomy 34 : 9; Joshua 10: 7-9; 19: 
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50; Numbers 11 : 28, etc. Matheson terms him 
** Joshua the Prosaic,”” by which he means the man 
of straightforward, literal obedience and fidelity. 
Is it a happy term ? 

His ‘ork. What was the immediate task he 
faced, at least the one he had to solve first of all? 

His Inspiration. Of the encouraging sayings in 
chapter 1 : 2-9, which is the best motto for our own 
encouragement for service to-day ? 

His Practical Wisdom in Sending out Spies. 
Does a hearty trust in Jehovah commonly combine 
with a ready initiative ? Should they belong to- 
gether ? 

The New Leadership. How far i pat- 
tern after Moses? Is an unaltering leadership ever 
wise ? 

Boston. 
b 

The works of God are revealed in the life wher- 
ever the word of God is hid in the heart. 


one 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


OSHUA'S book of the law was his Bible. Jeho- 
vah directed him to use it to ‘‘observe to do 
according to all that is written therein.” His 

study was not to verify and compare its historical 
statements, but to follow its instructions in his life. 
This is twice repeated (vs. 7, 8). -Keep.it-in mind. 
The Scriptures by such use have become our precious 
inheritance, because they show us how to live accord- 
ing to the will of God. e find the new leaders of the 
Israelites on the threshold of the land in which their 
career as a nation would be passed. What he found 
in that pregnant hour is what young people must al- 
ways find on the thfeshold of important experiences 
if they are to prosper. Point out these things which 
“— Joshua to lead the people of God in Canaan: 

A Vision of the Future. -Use your map to show 
what the vision was (vs. 3, 4). Joshua saw a king- 
dom reaching from the wilderness out of which the 
people were emerging north to the Lebanon Moun- 
tains, and from the Euphrates River on. the farthest 
east to the Mediterranean Sea on the west. To him 
this territory:was a world kingdom, and he saw his 

eople as the possessors of it through his leadership. 
The nation never attained to it, but came to be far 
more influential than it would have been if the peo- 
ple had expected less, and had been willing to be 
satisfied with less. Impress on your pupils that they 
will have more in life according to what they aim at 
and expect to possess of its greatest treasures. So 
Jesus taught his disciples (Matt. 13: 11, 12). Tell 
them not to make the mistake of limiting their visions 
of what they wish to become. If these visions are 
unselfish and-noble-they are of God, We may all 
have at command more territory than we can occupy 
(John 15:7). . 

The Source of Strength. Fix in.your mind at the 
beginning of this study of Joshua’s campaign that he 
did not expect to encounter any foe as strong as he 
(vs. 5,6). His mission was to lead the people into 
the inheritance which Jehovah ‘had promised to their 
fathers. Tothis Joshua was called by the One who 
was supreme over all. Show that strength uncon- 

uerable is to lean on God with conscious purpose to 

o his will. The condition of success is unswerving 
purpose. Joshua was to meet great difficulties, as 
all earnest persons do, to see side-paths looking 
easier and more promising than the straightforward 
way, to be urged to make compromises by his foes 
and sometimes by his friends (v. 7). But his busi- 
ness was to meditate on Jehovah's instructions, and, 
whatever the temptation, to ‘‘ turn not from it to the 
right hand nor to the left.” This is courage, man- 
hood, righteousness. It insures success, for it zs 
success. 

The Guide-Book (v. 8). pees book of the law 
was far smaller than ours, but it was sufficient. The 
Bible contains a few great primary truths, and its 
growth to its present size has been largely through a 
repetition of these truths in varied forms, with ac- 
counts of their being wrought into national and per- 
sonal life. In the mind and in the mouth, day and 
night, meditated on and spoken of for the purpose of 
living them, they are certain to bring those who 
appropriate them to realize the highest end of life. 
Jesus taught what Moses had taught (John 5 : 39, 
40, 46). Those who live according to what he taught 
cannot fail (Matt. 7 : 24, 25). 

The Abiding Assurance. Because this truth that 
God will sustain to the end those who do his will 
is of primary importance, it is repeated over and 
over (v. 9). It is not possible for any one to fail on 
the threshold of any new enterprise who understands 
the meaning of this charge to Joshua. It was read 
to the King of England when he was crowned five 
years ago in Westminster Abbey. It is as important 
a charge for every one to read, and on every occasion 
when he takes up a new responsibility or enters on a 
new period of life. 
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A Freckly Revenge 
By A. E. Parrish 


ITTIE could not deny that she was freckled, for 
had she not that very minute taken a miser- 
able peep into the tiny round mirror which was 

secretly tucked up her sleeve ? 

‘But what if I am freckled?” she said. ‘‘ Ted 
Milton is worse things than that. His hair is—is 
mouse, pure mouse, that’s what it is, and his eyes 
are faded blue calico-colored eyes. I’ll say it even if 
he is my brother!” 

Just then she om. ig sight of the shelf where her 
brother always piled his school-books on Saturday. 
She knew his geography was there, and in it the 

recious map, over which he had been so earnestly 

nding every evening for the last two weeks. What 
if— She climbed up and took the book. With 
trembling fingers she turned the leaves until she 
found the bit of cardboard. She caught her breath. 
The work was beautiful; not a single blot nor soiled 

lace! 
‘ He could do so many things. There in the corner 
stood her doll’s house; he had made that every bit 
himself, and had drawn the tiny pictures hanging on 
its walls. His knife had whittled out the little chairs 
and table and mites of wooden dishes, Mittie’s eyes 
grew misty. 

‘*The map is to be handed in to-morrow. He will 
surely win the prize. And now if I do this perfectly 
dreadful thing, he will never love me any more. But 
then he doesn't love me, as it is, because if he did he 
wouldn't call me, ‘ Frecklety, frecklety, turkey egg.’ 
I guess. I'll show him something else. about freckles 
that he won’t think quite sofunny! I'll make thou- 
sands of them all over his map!” 

She took down the pen and ink. As she did so, 
her arm knocked down a card. 

‘*Oh, my! last Sunday’s ticket!” 

She turned it over and read, ‘‘ Overcome evil with 
good.” 

Then she went to the geography, and even dipped 
the pen into the ink. 

‘“*Overcome!” Mittie started. It almost seemed 
as if some one had spoken. ‘‘Yes, but he said, 
‘Freck—’” ‘‘ Evil with good,” interrupted conscience. 
‘* Oh, dear,” she wailed, ‘‘ I promised teacher I'd tr 
to obey those words this week. But I didn’t think it 
would be so hard! I wonder if I couldn't wait for a 
littler evil. I’m almost sure I could overcome a little 
one, and maybe even a middle-sized one. . . . But per- 
haps I'd better not make a single freckle on the map. 
... Yet that would be only leaving things the very 
way they were. And I ’spose ‘overcoming’ must be 
making things better for the one that was mean to 
you....It simply can’t be that teacher ever tried 
to overcome with good, or she’d know it was too 
much to ask us to do! She couldn’t see that the very 
next day Ted was, going to say ‘ Frecklety’ to me and 
‘Turkey egg’ and ‘ Specklety spitfire.’”’ 

She put up the geography, and went out and sat 
on the front doorstep. ‘‘If I must do good to Ted 
I'll have to hurry ; he'll be home soon.” 

In five minutes she shouted excitedly, ‘*I have it! 
I have it! There are the two dollars Uncle Will 
sent me, and the fifty cents I earned picking black- 
berries. I’ve been saving for ever and ever to get a 
doll’s piano, but I haven’t near enough, and dolly 
won't — be — disappoint — pointed be—because she 
didn’t know about it.” Mittie gave two or three big 
swallows, but smiled bravely. ‘‘I’ve just enough to 
buy that picture hanging up in Mr. Fulton’s window. 
Ted’s been wild to have it.” 

When, a little later, Ted rushed two steps at a time 
up to his room, he found his sister just passing out 
of the room. 

‘‘Oh, Frec—Whoopee! what’s that?” With one 
spring he was in front of the picture. ‘*‘ Who’s here? 
Did Uncle Will ?’’—then his eyes fell on a little card 
slipped in behind the frame, ‘‘ Yours truly, Freckles,” 
—that was all. 

Sis!” he called, but she had fled. Down the 
stairs he dashed. He found her behind the hall door. 
‘‘Did you take your two dollars and a half?” he 
asked in a low, awe-stricken voice. ‘‘ Did you?” 
Mittie gave just the shadow of a nod. Then it was 
Ted’s turn to swallow, and somehow a whole half 
dozen frogs seemed to have jumped into his throat. 

He went and stood in the door, then came back 
with a new look of wonder and respect. ‘‘Sis’” he 
said gently, ‘‘this is the greatest thing I've ever 
known,” and added, ‘I'll never say ‘ Freckles’ to you 
again. I like ’em, and wish you had more of ’em !"” 

And Mittie, laughing this time, peeped into the 
mirror and answered, ‘‘ You mean, if there was 
room !” 
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St. Jude’s 


By Ian Maclaren 
With an Introduction by Ralph Connor 


A new book of short stories such 
as only lan Maclaren could 
write. Here we find the same 
humor and kindly satire that 
made *‘ Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush’ unforgettable. 


Price, $1.25, postpaid. 


Send order to your bookseller, or 
direct to publishers, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
William Briggs, Toronto, Ont., Can. 
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Seashore Resorts 


SEASHORE BUNGALOW at Longport, —- 
City, for rent Cartas September and Octcber. 
Fully hirninheds eight bed-rooms, porcelain gin 
running water, electric light, bath-houses; artistic 
and comfortable, twelve-foot piazza around entire 
hotfse. On bay, three minutes walk from ocean, Fine 
bathing beach. Address F. W. C., Room 1033 With- 
erspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Help | Wanted 


SCHOOL TEACHERS, Clerayes en and others, out 

of employment or desirin tter their condition, 
will hear of a attractive and profitable occupation by 
addressing C. A. Nichols Co., Pubs., Springfield, Mass. 
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paTanss, TRADEMARKS, COPYRIGHTS, 


etc., absolutely secured for Mexico, Cuba, Central 
and South America. Hinzelmann & Co., Attorneys 
at Law. Mexico City. P. O. B. 269, or Cante 7: 








Financial 
GY: ARANTEED 64% investment, secured by $2,000,- 
ooo assets. Over half million dollars paid invest- 


| ors durin a 12 years. Particulars on application. 


New Yor tealty Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 sth Ave. 
age PER CENT BONDS AT PAR secured by 
mortgages on farm lands estimated worth three 
sons the loan. Bonds $1000, $500, $100. Int. semi- 
We furnish report of Hon. Slwood Mead of the 
Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. Trowbridge 
& Niver Co., 404 1st Nat. Bank Bldg. Chicago. Con- 
sult Dun or Bradstreets for our standing. 





Motion Pictures 


MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Views, 

Magic: Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Sale. Catalogue Free. We also Buy Magic Picture 
Machines, Films, Slides, etc. A. E. Harbach, 809 Fil- 
bert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Five or more copies of The Sunday School 
‘Times, either to separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
$1.00 each per year, Thisrate includes postage. 

One copy of ‘the Sunday School ‘limes, or 
any number less than five, will be sent to sepa- 
rate addresses at $1.50 each per year. ‘This 
rate includes postage. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 Shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
s shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearl or half- 
yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by spec ial request. 

Enough copies | any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Agents Wanted 


AGENTS WANTED to represent cld established 

Mail-Order House. Over one thousand rapid 
selling specialties. l'rom $5.00 to fro. oo per day easily 
made. Costly outfit free. Geo. Parker, Dept. 37, 
720 Chestnut Xereet, Philadelphia, | Pa. 


Chair Seats 


THE **UNIVERSAL” SEAT. Unsurpassed for 

utility, economy, and durability. Send for our 
booklet of * Appreciations. ” Eureka Chair Seat Co., 
143 East Washington Street, Syracuse, N. Y. 














Sermons 
G*isY SMITH’S BEST SERMONS, 12mo, °56 pp. 


Bound in paper, 25 cts.; bound in cloth, “1.00. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. Agents wanted ~ 
sell it, and we give 50% commission. Address J. 
Ogilvie Publishing Co., 37 F Rose Street, New Y a 





Farms 
FOR SALE—THIRTY-ACRE FARM. . Will make 


60 desirable building lots. Half mile from railro-d 
station, edge of town. Land on all sides of my farm | 
sold off in Suilding lots. All productive soil. Build- 
ings on farm. This farm is a fortune for a builder to 


erect dwellings on. To settle estate I will sacrifice the 
farm for $1500.00 Write your offer. 
Miss Jennie Yow, 
Mit Imay, New Jersey. 








Beginnings of the Department 


While the Adult Department of the Inter- 
national Sunday-School Committee is in its 
infancy, Adult Classes have been at fork, 
some of them, for many years. Hundreds of 
Baraca classes for men, and Philathea classes 
for women have been organized, and thou- 
sands of other organized classes have been 
active in schools all over the land. But now, 
for the first time, efforts are being made to 
bring these classes together under Inter- 
national Committee auspices, and to work 
systematically for the extension of adult 
class methods. At the Lake Geneva (Wis- 
consin) Conference, held in August, Mr. W. 
C. Pearce, International Adult Department 
Superintendent, made this brief statement of 
the department’s history : 

** While I was General Secretary of Cook 
County, a young man came into my office 
one day, full of enthusiasm for the men’s 
work, I had never heard of him before, but 
soon learned that he was the President of 
one of our large Men’s classes and was 
earnest in his desire to see the work extended 
to every part of Chicago. I entered heartily 
into the plan with him. A Department was 
finally organized for Chicago and a choice 
committee of men went to work. As the re- 
sult, the Adult Department of Chicago has 
grown from about 40 classes to 1,400, In 
1903, a train load of men went from Chicago 
to the State Convention, and organized the 
Men’s Department of Illinois. At the same 
time a movement was going on in New York, 
known as the New York Union. These two 
states worked together, and other states took 
up the work. Asa result the International 
Committee in 1905 appointed an Adult Com- 
mittee. Inside of six months this committee 
had knowledge of many adult classes, 
throughout the country. At Winona Lake, 
(Indiana) in 1906, the International. Com- 
mittee created an International Adult De- 
partment, adopted an International emblem 
for adult classes, and decided to put a man 
in the field for his entire time.’’ 


% 


The Adult Class Emblem 


A badge or button is usually found to be a 
bond of union. The little’ red button with 
the white center has been adopted by the 
International Adult Committee as the em- 
blem of the adult Bible class. This button 
was born eut of a desire to secure something 
that could be worn by all classes to repre- 
| sent all kinds of organization. Its signifi- 
| cance is, ‘* there is no purity of life without 
the shedding of blood.’’ The button was 
made and its use began in Chicago. At 
first there was one for men, and a slightly 
different one for women. Later the women’s 
pin was dropped, and the one button stood 
for both classes. Demands began to come 
in from the various parts of the country, and 
now the emblem may be secured from the 
denominational publication societies and 
Sunday-school supply houses. 


4 
Why Have Organized Classes ? 


Many who have had no experience with 
organized classes are asking the question, 
‘* What are the advantages of organization ? 
Why not carry on our Bible class work as 
we have always done?’’ Superintendent 
Pearce makes this answering statement : 

‘* 1, Organization divides the work. 
Everybody is given something to do. This 
division of work is a vital principle of the 
organized class idea, 

‘* 2, Organization develops workers. A 
business man joined an organized class. He 
was put on the membership committee. He 
became used to approaching men, and did it 
so well that he was put on the sick commit- 
tee, This, too, was within his power, and 
he did it faithfully. I visited his school 
not long ago, and this young man stood 
there praying for the conversion of four men. 
They did not come just then, and as I went 
out, I said, ‘ Don’t be discouraged, they will 











come yet.’ ‘Come!’ he said; ‘they have 
| got to come!’ And they did come that 
| night. If you had given him this work to 


do at first he could not have done it, but all 
the time he was working on the other com- 
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mittees he was growing closer and closer to 
God and his great work. 

Organization gives permanency. 
Whiviela's work is gone, while. Wesley’s 
monuments may be found over all the world. 
Wesley was an organizer ; Whitfield was not. 
The teacher renders his greatest service 
when he puts others to work at something 
that will last. 

‘*4. Organization gives strength. All of 
us are stronger than some of us. All of us 
are wiser than some of us. The strongest 
class is the class working as a unit through 
organization. 

‘*5. Organization develops class spirit. 
Members of organized classes feel for the 
class, think for the class, and work for the 
class, 

**6. Organization promotes fellowship. 
Mr. Barnes, a Sunday-school worker of Liv- 
erpool, came to this country. He came into 
touch with the Wesleyan class of the West- 
ern Avenue M, E, Church, Chicago. This 
class has a corresponding membership list 
upon which appear the names and acdresses 
of all who have been members of the class, 
but have moved frem the church or city. 
The teacher gave Mr. Barnes letters of in- 
troduction to these members in the various 
cities he was to visit, and they extended to 
him every possible courtesy. The fellowship 
of our organized classes may be made to 
reach around the world,” 


. 
A Class that Fought Saloons 


Because the town is small is no reason to 
think it is impossible to have a large, enthu- 
siastic, and effective organized class. The 
history of the Stem Bible Class of the First 
Methodist Church of Ashland, Ohio, shows 
what can be accomplished where the popula- 
tion.is not large and the people are indiffer- 
ent. Three years ago, in this town of 7,000, 
there were few men in the Sunday-schools, 
and hundreds of men in the saloons. To- 
day forty per cent of the voters are enrolled 
in a number of classes, of which the Stem 
class (Mr. W. D. Stem, organizer and 
teacher) was the pioneer. The classes are 
handed together in a federation, and the 
saleons have been driven from the place, 
although it-was long thought that it was use- 
less to-think of-an Ashland without saloons. 
And the Ashland Federation of Men’s Classes 
is, by God’s: blessing, responsible for the 
changed condition. 

In 1994 there were six discouraged mem- 
bers in the Bible class of the Methodist 
Church ; the average attendance was a little 
more than two! There was no teacher. The 
men themselves determined that something 
must be done, so they asked Mr. Stem to 
take the class, and lead them on to better 
things. 

Then it was suggested that the class be 
organized. Against Mr. Stem’s wish, the 
class was named for him. They elected a 
president, vice-president, secretary, and 








Change Food 
And Lose That Uneasy Feeling 


A man who has always been a “ skinny 
chap,” although hardly ever ill, tells of 
the way he put on flesh and reduced his 
irritability and nervous condition. 

By chance he had a taste of Grape- 
Nuts food at the table of a friend, and 
enjoyed the flavor so much that he be- 
gan to have it every meal. He says: 

‘‘In a short time I found myself an- 
other person; the old feeling of discon- 
tent and uneasiness left me entirely; it 
became a pleasure to go about my work, 
whereas before for years I had always 
had the feeling of being a little weary, 
but now-I seem to have a surplus of 
energy for everything; my weight has 
increased 11 pounds in four weeks, and 
am still gaining. 

‘*T have never been very sick, and am 
satisfied if my present improvement in 
health continues, I shald not be. 

‘‘The change that this food has made 
in my life has been remarkable, and so 
satisfactory that I am glad of the oppor- 
tunity to tell you."" Read ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 
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ELGIN 


The G. M. WHEELER Grade 
Elgin has long been famous for its 
accuracy and reliability. It is now 
in great demand in the new models, 

For those who want a remarkably 
true watch at a very reasonable 
price the right watch is the CG. M. 
WHEELER Grade Elgin. 

Right in price—within the reach 
of everyone —‘ The Watch that’s 
made for the majority.” 

Right in style—The new thin 
model in small sizes. 

Right—always right—A wonder- 
fully accurate timekeeper, and sus- 
ceptible to extremely fine adjustment 
with the micrometer regulator. 

Adjusted to temperature. Seven- 
teen jewels. Ask to see the CG. M. 
WHEELER Grade Elgin. 

ELGINS of equal grade and 
reasonable price for women—desir- 
able new models. 

ELCGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., 
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treasurer, so as to divide up the work as 
much as possible. Then they appointed com- 


mittees. The first need was to secure mem- | 


bers, so they had a membership committee ; 


then some one must receive them when they | 
came, and a reception committee was ap- | 


pointed. Then, realizing that it was useless 
to go out and get men unless they were taken 
care of, a social committee was chosen’ A 


devotional committee completed the list | 


for the time. Other committees were added 


later. In the simple constitution adopted | 


the relation of the class to the school and the 
church was clearly set forth. 

The class secretary was instructed to send 
a card to every one who had ever attended 


the class. About fifty per cent of the old | 


class appeared the next Sunday. The work 


had been done so quietly that one after an- | 


other asked, ‘* What brought you here?’’ 
These cards were sent for three Sundays, 
and the class grew to thirty-two. Some one 
said wouldn’t it be fine if fifty men could be 
secured ? Then began the real effort to en- 
large the class through personal work. A 
regular midweek meeting was held every 


Friday, and this motto was adopted : ‘‘ Every | 


man that doesn’t belong to some other class 
belongs to us.’’ A list was secured of all 
the voters in the town, and from this one 
hundred names were taken and divided 


among the boys. These men were to be | 
called upon and brought to the class, The | 


enthusiasm of the class was catching. A 


larger room was soon necessary. Some- | 
times a man would say he could not wake | 
up in time for Sunday-school. His telephone | 
number would be given to a half-dozen | 


members of the class ; these would ring him 
up till he had no excuse. 

Some literature was used, but this was 
always followed up by personal work. There 
was no denominational work in this effort; 
the desire was to get all the men into some 
Sunday-school. It has been said that there 
was not a man in Ashland who didn’t receive 


Bible class. Ifa man was found whose wife 
and children went to another Sunday-school, 
word was sent to the superintendent to go 
after him. It came to be a common thing 
on Saturday evening to see fifty or more men 


out looking for other men who did not go to 
Sunday-school. 

Of course the class grew. Other schools 
became interested. A number of classes 
were organized, Representatives from these 
classes were called together to see what 
could be done to broaden the work. It was 

roposed that a Men’s Federation be organ- 
ized, to work for the men of Ashland, as the 
Women’s Federation was already working for 
the women. It was decided to have a ban- 
quet, at which, if possible, one hundred men 
should sit together. Arrangements were 
made with the Women’s Federation to fur- 
nish a supper for twenty-five cents a plate. 
Enthusiasm increased. When, in May, 1906, 
the appointed evening came, more than eight 
hundred men were at the table. Mr. Stem 
says: ‘*I never saw anything like that ban- 

uet. Some days after it, 1 met a man on 
the street whom I had long been trying to 
win. I said to him, ‘ Jack, are you a Chris- 
tian?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘I’m not; but 
I was at that banquet the other night, and 
I’ve always said that when Christian people 
got together, I’d be with them. I’ll have to 
come now.’ ’’ 

That night the organization of the Federa- 
tion was completed, and its purpose was 
declared as follows: ‘* Resolved, that to the 
best of our knowledge and ability, God help- 
ing us, we will live up to the principles of 
the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of man, as taught in the gospel, and we 
will try to make these operative in this com- 
muynity.’’ 

Then the Federation arranged for Sunday 
afternoon meetings in the different churches. 
Advertising and personal work were effective 
in bringing out the men. There were many 
conversions. Whena man was converted, he 
was at once set to work going after others. 

In June, 1907, 1,100 men met at the 
court house, to march to the second Fed- 
eration banquet. The town turned out as 
on a circus day. Between solid ranks of 


quet. It was a great object-lesson. 

The next thing was the fight to drive out 
the saloons. Here is Mr. Stem’s- own 
‘account of the victory : 

‘¢ For many years our town had been in 
the control of ‘a’ brewing company, politi- 
cally and in every other way. They tried 
to persuade the people that’ the Federation 
| was made up of anti-saloon men, although 

we had been careful never to commit ourselves 
| on this subject and said we stood only for 
| teachitig” nien? cxighteousness, and ‘training 
| them to live right in relation to God and their 
fellow-men, Just after the banquet, the 
brewing company secured, as they claimed, 





839 signatures in favor of keeping the saloons | 


in Ashland. Many said to our president: 


‘Call out your men; they should take astand | 


on this question at once.’ But the committee 
| said, ‘No.’ One of the wisest politicians in 
town had advised that the machinery be kept 
submerged, saying, ‘Keep them guessing. 
It’s the only way you can ever win.’ Finally 
the time came when the fight must be on in 
dead earnest. To protect our Federation, 
we organized the Citizen’s League for this 
special work, though Federation men backed 
it and engineered the campaign. A wealthy 
man said: ‘I'll stand by you. Call out your 
men and get busy, and send the bills to me.’ 

‘*Two weeks before the vote we went over 
every name on that list. We met again the next 
night, and divided the whole city by wards. 
The next night “ne a new list prepared 
| by our own men, e allotted the town by 
districts to a captain and his committee. We 
met every night, including Sunday, from this 
time on, because there was so much that 
simply had to be done. There was still one 
| thing left for us to do; we could pray. 
And how those boys did pray ! 

**The question now was, Would the fel- 
| lows come out in the open, and run the 
chance of having their business ruined by 
the boycott which the brewers had threat- 
ened if this measure were defeated? Every 
fellow had been instructed to be at the polls 
at five o’clock the morning of the election. 
When I arrived, most of them were already 
| there. ‘Their coats were off, and they were 
| pitching in for the final fight. Every man 

was met on his way to the polls, and once 
| again appealed to in the name of his’ boy, his 
| home, and his conscience, to vote to free the 


1,782 votes cast that day, and the drys car- 
ried with a majority of over 300 votes. Com- 
pare the number of votes cast in favor of 
closing the saloons with the number which 
attended the banquet. We did not work for 
a banquet; we worked for men.”’ 


spectators the ‘men moved on to the ban- 


town from the liquor traffic. There were | 
from one to twenty invitations to join some | 
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$1000.00 . 
Per Year for Life 


If you are in good health, approximately this 
amount, or a larger or smaller sum can be assured 

to you by a contract giving you and your wife a life 
income, beginning at end of stipulated period and con- 
tinuing as long as either shall live, or giving your wife a 
life income beginning immediately if you die. 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


invites investigation from those who 
would like to make sure the welfare of 
their loved ones. It invites investiga- 
tion of its assets, of its policies, of its 
rates, and just now especially of the savings made and 
being made by its new management. 

How would you like $1,000 per year for life? 
Send for folder showing who have tried this 

method and how they like it. 


The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies write to 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, 
N. ¥. 











The Adult Class Certificate 


The Adult Department of the International Sunday-school Association has prepared 
a Certificate of Recognition to be given to all classes which fulfil these minimum conditions : 

1. The class must have a definite connection with some Sunday-school. This does 
| not mean that the class must meet with the school, but it does mean that the class is to be 
| a part of the school, , 
2. The class must have a teacher, a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a 
j treasurer. It must also have certain committees : (1) membership, to look after the mem- 
bership of the class ; (2) devotional, to care for the spiritual life of the class; (3) social, 
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AS Weve havnt oor Menten 

















SS 
CHARTER MEMBERS 

SSS SS 
| to care for the social interests of the class. It is not necessary that these committees be 
| known by these particular names, but that the class have three committees that are respon- 
sible for these three kinds of work. A class may have a dozen committees, but it must 
have these three. 

3. The class must be composed of members over sixteen years of age. 

4. Whenever the class reaches this standard of organization it is entited to the Certifi- 
| cate of Recognition, providing it reports the names and addresses of its class teacher and 
, president to the provincial or state association when making application for the certificate. 
The. certificates will be issued only through state and provincial associations. 
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This fean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO, 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean, 

















INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
No.21. George H. Springer, 
Man r, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 

THE GENUINE MENEELY BELLS 


Ot purest refined 
‘The most perfect, nia nest 7 ‘bells in the world. 


Meneely & Co., Waterviiet. West Tro¥ P O.. N.Y. 


come MELE S Spectaly 


MeSuane Bex. Fooneny Co., Barone, Mo., U.3.4 
THE GREAT CHURCH | 1GjH'T 


dimensions. Took of Light and 











estimate | free. 





LOANED FREE 


2-page pamphlets of new and suitable Sacred Son 
or Camp Meetings and Evangelistic Services. 


T 
BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago. 
GORDON BIBLE AND MISSIONARY TRAIN- 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 6, 1907. Rally to the 
Work! (Exod. 14:15; 2 Chron. 
31 : 20,21). Consecration 
Meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MOoN.-——"' Who will stand up?"’ (Psa. 94: 


14-22). 
TuEs.—Overthrow evil (Exod. 32: 19-21, 


26-29). 
WeED.—Rebuke wrong (Josh. 22 : t1-20). 
THURS,.—An inspiring leader (2 Kings 11 : 
17-21). 
FRI. a s precept (1 Cor. 15:58; 16: 
3-24). 
Sat.—Paul’s example (2 Cor. 11 : 23-28). 








- Frink, 55 Pearl St., New York. | 








What are some things for which we need to 
rally ? 


Name good ways of renewing interest in the 
work, 


How can we rally for our union and denomi- 
national work ? 


OD is the great worker. All that 
has been made he made. And in 
the most real sense all the power 

in the world is his power. All natural 
laws are only statements of how his 
power that is at work in the world is 
seen by us to do its work. These laws 
are only the ways in which God is work- 
ing. As Mr. John Fiske wrote, ‘‘ Once 
really adopt t 
present God, without whom not a spar- 


row falls to the ground, and it becomes | 


self-evident that the law of gravitation 
is but an expression of a particular mode 
of divine action, and what is thus true 
of one law is true of all laws.” We see 
in them the active, ever-continuing work 
of God. 

~ 


And the Son of God also was a worker. 
‘* My Father worketh hitherto,” he said, 
‘and I work.” The crowded days re- 
corded in the Gospels show us how hard 
Jesus worked. In the few years of his | 
public ministry he went up and down | 
the Holy Land, oftentimes without the 


shelter which the foxes and the birds | 
| enjoyed, sometimes without leisure to 


eat, deriving nourishment from the un- 


| selfishness and love of his ministry to 
|men. The zeal of his Father’s house | 


ING SCHOOL, Interdenominational. Gratuitous | 


instruction. Ten able achers. Send for catalogue to J. 
A. McElwain, Supt., Norfolk House, Roxbury, » Mass. 


GReguare COURSE at Home. Write Pres. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa, 














Found Out 
A Trained Nurse Made Discovery 


No one is in better position to know 
the value of food and drink than a 
trained nurse. 

Speaking of coffee, a nurse of Wilkes- 
barre, Pa., writes: ‘‘ I used to drink strong 
coffee myself, and suffered greatly from 
headaches and indigestion. While ona 
visit to my brothers I had a good chance 
to try Postum Food Coffee, for they drank 
it altogether in the place of ordinary cof- 
fee. In two weeks after using Postum I 
found I was much benefited, and finally 
my headaches disappeared, and also the 
indigestion. 

‘* Naturally I have since used Postum 
among my patients, and have noticed a 
marked benefit where coffee has been 
left off and Postum used. 

‘*I observed a curious fact about 
Postum when used among mothers. It 
greatly helps the flow of milk in cases 
where coffee is inclined to dry it up, and 
where tea causes nervousness. 


‘*T find trouble in getting servants to | 


make Postum properly. They almost 
always serve it before it has been boiled 
long enough. It should be boiled 15 to 
20 minutes after boiling begins, and 
served with cream, Ww hen it is certainly a 
delicious beverage. ” Read ‘ ‘The Road to 
Wellville” in pkgs. ‘‘ There's a Reason.’ 


consumed him. Scarcely any word 
could have served better for his motto 
than his own words, ‘‘I must work the 
works of him that sent me while it is 


day, for the night cometh when no man | 


can work.” 
b 

Those three words in Greek, ‘ For 
night cometh,” were in Dr. Samuel 
Johnson’s watch, where they ever re- 
minded him how short our time is, and 
Sir Walter Scott put them on the sun- 
dial in his garden at Abbotsford. In 
the spirit of them he lived 2nd died. 
When his health began to fail and he 
was urged to cease work, he wrote: ‘‘As 
for bidding me not to w ork, Molly might | 


as well put the kettle on the fire and say, | 


‘ Now, don’t boil.’ To his son-in-law | 
he said, when he urged him to give over 
his toil, ‘‘ I understand you, and I thank 
you from my heart, but I must tell you 
at once how it is with me. I am not 
sure that I am quite myself in all things, 
but I am sure that in one point there is 
no change. I mean that I foresee dis- 
tinctly that if I were to be idle I should 
go mad. In comparison to this, death 
is no risk to shrink from.” 
% 


God wants work of us. He is work- 
ing. He offers his power to us if we 
will work with him. Greater deeds 
than have ever been done do not wait 
upon his willingness, but upon our obe- 
dience. ‘‘ Why do you come to me?” 
he says still. ‘* Rise up. Lift up your | 
hands, move forward.” The example of 
Hezekiah is the example for us. God | 
is able and willing to achieve through | 
us whatever we are willing to yield our- 
selves to him for. 


Sometimes people hesitate to rall 
work because, in the first place, t be 
shrink from such a novel course, and 
because, in the second place, they fear 
they may not hold out. Each reason 
dishonors God. To rise to work is to be 
like him; to fear to begin it is to distrust 
his call. ‘ 


‘* To-day,” wrote a godly old man on 
his last birthday, ‘‘let us rise and go to, 
our work, To-morrow we shall rise and | 
go to our reward.” 











Helps the Wagon up 
the Hill 


The load seems lighter—Wagon 
and team wear longer—You make 
more money, and have more time 
to make money, when wheels are 


greased with 


ica Axle Grease 


—The longest wearing and most 

satisfactory lubricant in the world. 

STANDARD OIL CO. 
Incorporated 















e conception of an ever- | 














i The BEST LITERATURE 
FOR CHILDREN, 


Selected b: 
the best books sof the wor world. 
Over 200 different authors. 


It Solves the Problem — 


What shall the children 
read? Needed 





Jet and 
can easily sell 
what 
AGENTS 2.3 





not necessary. Good 
| | telligent people. Address Dept. G. 


| | Houghton, Mifflin & Co.,5 Fifth Ave. , New York 
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A New Sacred Song Book for 
the Sunday School, Gospel Serv- 
ices, and Church Worship. 


PRAISE AND 
SERVICE 


By CHARLES H. GABRIEL 
Author of ‘The Glory Song” 
. Decorated cloth cover. 

| Price, per copy, 30 cents 


postpaid; 25.00 per 
hundred. Express or freight extra. 


Order f:om the nearest house 
Philadelphia 


Griffith and Rowland Press 
Boston New York Chicago St.Louis Atlanta Dallas 














(Lesson for Oct. 6.) 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1907 








Nervous Disorders 


A deficiency of the phosphates 
causes a lowering of nervous tone, 
indicated by exhaustion, restlessness, 
headache or insomnia. 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Aleoholic.) 


supplies the nerve cells with health- 
giving lifeforce, restores the strength 
and induces restful sleep without the 
use of dangerous drugs. An Ideal 
Tonic in Nervous Diseases. 





If your can’t supply you we will senda 
trial size 4 a on receipt of 25 cents, 
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I. 


























RESOLVED: 


‘* That the ase of 
The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


in the worship of God, is 
hereby authorized and 
recommended.’’ 

Unanimously adopted 
by General Assembly of 
United Presbyterian 
Church, Denver, Col., 
May 22d, 1907. 

Let. us send you our free 40-page 
book which tells the-stary of this Great 
Translation, and what the leading min- 
isters.and teachers and editors in all 
denominations think of it. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible publishers for 50 years 


374 East 18th St., New York 
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GERHARD MENNEN COMPANY, Newark. W.J. 
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our rele 98 Oak Heater 


our new 
pictures, our ACME TRIUMP STEEL R 


nearest. 
~~ ~~ 
— Sa ~s s. 
HERE is ouR OFFER: seatel aaniertn ® letter to us say, 


mail we will send you free, postpaid, our very latest 


°S BIG HEATER OFFER 


Stove Otte” and by 


“Send me your 
Big pang | Soacies 5 Stove ve Catalogue 
AND ‘ACME SUNBURST. BASE BU 


You will get 
rid, as shown 
ER. 


YOu" WILL GET THE MOST WONDERFUL § STOVE Ol OFFER EVER KNOWN. 


OUR NEW PLAN very litle cost, ho possibte Tiek ouch caay 


explained. Get our offer and and 
stove at o his ask’ 


= oa wat oats eek will be Prats 
ra 9 eith: — you buy 3 your | a 


notice (don’t put it of pen your pen or rol a write ys a + al card or te GA > F Ax 
SEA EBUC 


S, RO 


' Stove Offer. ‘Address, 


UCK & CO., CHIC 


fees * 


be 








